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editor’s
note

Deborah Thompson
Executive Editor
dthompson@mountainviewpublishing.biz

Find new articles, information, 
and events online at www.

uppervalleyimageonline.com.

As fall arrives once again to this beautiful region, we prepare for cooler weather, a 
bountiful harvest, and sending the kids back to school. For all your shopping needs, visit 
Hubert’s Family Outfitters (page 68). With six stores in the region, they can take care of 
decking your family out in the latest styles, no matter where you live.

This season we’re dropping in on the New London Historical Society (page 74), the 
Warner Fall Foliage Festival (page 16), and the Artesano Meadery, producer of wine 
made from honey (page 90). You may also enjoy meeting Shawn O’Neill of Rainforest 
Encounters. Shawn visits schools, libraries, scout troops, and other venues to introduce 
people of all ages to an assortment of fascinating reptiles and amphibians (page 62).

Our interesting story subjects don’t end there. You’re sure to relish a visit with 
D’Ann Fago, an artist who shares her work with us beginning on page 81. We’re also 
introducing you to the folks at the White River Partnership, and we’re delving into the 
work they’re doing to preserve the watershed (page 42). Discover the Porter Garden 
Telescope, made in Norwich (page 23), and treat your loved ones to delicious apple 
desserts with recipes from Susan Nye (page 100).

Last but not least, we’re recognizing several area eye care professionals in our special 
feature beginning on page 48. These fine men and women are dedicated to helping their 
patients enjoy a lifetime of good vision. If you haven’t had your eyes examined lately 
or you’re ready for some new frames, call for an appointment or stop in at one of their 
offices soon.

Wherever your fall adventures may lead you, we invite you to bring Image along. 
Enjoy!

http://www.juniperhillinn.com/
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Fun 
for the 

Entire Family

warner fall 
folIage festIval A

re you looking for a fun way to 
spend a few hours or a day over 
the long Columbus Day weekend? 
Look no farther than Warner and 
the Fall Foliage Festival. Since 

1947, the people of Warner have celebrated fall 
with fun for the entire family. They are delighted 
to welcome old and new friends from far and 
wide. Festival board president Scott Hanwell 
admits, “The festival is what brought our family 
to Warner. When we first moved to New Hamp-
shire, we spent every weekend visiting different 
towns, trying to figure out where to live. By 
chance, we visited Warner during the festival. 
We were hooked.” 4

season’sbest

Above: Schoolchildren join the fun 
and march in the parade. Above right: 
Leapin’ Lena delights the crowd at the 

parade. Bottom: East Bay Jazz Ensemble 
plays under the tent. The Bumble Bee 

ride is a favorite on the midway.
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Sidebar Headline 
This Sidebar copy

More To Do in THe AreA 
New Hampshire Telephone Museum
22 East Main Street
Warner, NH
(603) 456-2234
Discover 130 years of telephone history 
at one of the country’s finest exhibits of 
antique telephones and equipment.

Mt. Kearsarge Indian Museum
18 Highlawn Road 
Warner, NH
(603) 456-2600 
Through exhibitions and programs, Mt. 
Kearsarge Indian Museum is dedicated  
to connecting people with 20,000 years  
of ongoing Native American cultural  
expression.
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The Fall Foliage Festival has some-
thing for everyone. There is a tradi-
tional woodsmen’s contest with feats of 
strength and daring for both men and 
women. The oxen pull is another 
longtime favorite. The kids will have fun 
on the carnival rides, shopaholics can 
visit the crafts market, and everyone 
will enjoy the food and entertainment.

Plenty of Activities &  
Entertainment
The family-friendly event is a great 
place for kids. Saturday morning kicks 
off with a special children’s parade. 
Children dress up in their Halloween 
costumes and parade up Warner’s Main 
Street. Some decorate their bikes with 
streamers and ride, while others walk—
or more likely skip—up the street. “It’s 
good fun and I like not having to worry 
about what my daughter might see or 
hear,” says board member Michelle 
Allen. “It’s all about family, community, 
and getting together with neighbors 
and friends from nearby towns.”

Runners will not want to miss the 

five-mile road race on Saturday morn-
ing. The course winds through town 
and over picturesque back roads and 
through Warner’s covered bridge. 
There are a few hills for a bit of a 
challenge, but it is a beautiful way to 
start the day.

For those who would rather shop 
than run, there is a wonderful crafts 
market in, around, and beside the  
Town Hall. (It’s never too early to get 
the jump on your holiday shopping.) 
Talented local artists sell their unique 
handcrafted gifts and decorative items. 
It’s also the final weekend for Warner’s 
Farmers’ Market, and several farmers 
and food artisans will join the crafters.

You can shop ’til you drop, and  
then rest your feet while you take in  
a show at the new amphitheater at  
Jim Mitchell Community Park.  
Throughout the weekend, there will  
be a great variety of entertainment, 
from jazz bands to jugglers. Cloggers 
and dancers will perform, and there  
will be face painting and pie eating  
for the kids.

season’sbest

http://www.tupelohallvermont.com/
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Green & Local
The theme for this year’s Grand 
Parade on Sunday afternoon is “It’s 
Easy to Be Green.” The local high 
school band will march, while 
immaculately restored and main-
tained antique cars roll majestically 
down Main Street. Many local 
organizations and families build 
floats or march in the parade. Each 
year the festival board seeks out the 
town’s three most eccentric citizens 
to judge the floats. Rumor has it  
that the key to a blue ribbon is to 
squeeze as many autumn colors onto 
your float as you possibly can. It will 
be great fun to see how the float 
designers combine autumn’s red and 
golden hues with this year’s green 
theme!

The green theme extends beyond 
the parade. The festival board has 
made a concerted effort to focus on 
green and local products and 
vendors in all aspects of the festival, 
especially the food tent. In fact, food 
tent chair Suzanne Bowman was so 
determined to use local products 
that she organized a pickle brigade 
at the Town Hall to turn local 
produce into pickles and relishes.

With a focus on traditional New 
England dishes, the menu will include 
everything from lobster rolls and 
chowder to whoopie pies. Suzanne 
explains, “For months I drove by a 
sign that said ‘Kearsarge Area Eat 
Local.’ Finally it dawned on me— 

Far left: Grilling at the 
chicken barbecue. Photo 
courtesy Warner Fall Foliage 
Festival. Left: Kearsarge High 
School band marches in the 
parade. Below: For shoppers, 
the Town Hall is filled with 
beautiful New Hampshire-
made crafts. 

http://www.woodstockinn.com/
http://www.hanoverchamber.org/business.php?id=122
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they were talking to me! Since then 
my husband and I have made a real 
effort to pay attention to what we 
eat. It only makes sense that we take 
this philosophy to the Fall Foliage 
Festival.” She concludes, “It’s been 
wonderful working with our local 
farmers, restaurants, and green 
suppliers to pull it all together.”

A Community Effort
Hundreds of local volunteers have 
worked for months to make the 
weekend special. Before, during, 
and after the festival, the good folks 
of Warner organize, telephone, 
shop, wash dishes, flip chickens, 
steam lobsters, and become experts 
at cleanup, recycling, and compost-
ing. The list is endless and a terrific 
example of a town pulling together. 
Board member Katharine Nevins 
explains, “It’s wonderful that the 
entire town gets involved. It’s our 
big fundraiser, and all proceeds are 
invested right back into the commu-
nity. Grant requests are large and 
small, ranging from help with Girl 
Scout uniforms to a sizeable 
playground project at the elemen-
tary school.”

season’sbest

http://www.phoenixrisingbtq.com/
http://www.northernparadise.net
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With the festival rapidly 
approaching, the entire town is 
pulling out all the stops to welcome 
you. It promises to be a wonderful 
weekend of foliage, fun, good food, 
and community spirit. And one final 
note: Although campaigns are 
heating up, rest assured that you 
will enjoy all the fun and autumn 
splendor free from glad-handing 
politicians—politicking at the 
festival is strictly forbidden. •

Warner Fall  
Foliage Festival 

 Columbus Day Weekend:  
October 7–9, 2011 

Downtown Warner, NH

For a full schedule of  
events, visit the  

Festival website at  
www.wfff.org or call  

(603) 456–9775 for more  
information.

The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation 
Trust Squirrel and friends wave to the 
crowd at the parade. 

http://www.ennisconstruction.com/
http://www.orr-reno.com/
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http://www.amidonjewelers.com/


b y  m a r y  g o w
first

glance
porter garden

TelescopE

blending 
art and 
science

Russ Schleipman stands on the lawn of a gracious summer home in the Hamptons 

on a warm July evening. The sun has set; the crescent of the waxing moon shines 

in the clear western sky. Schleipman has just positioned a graceful bronze sculp-

ture by the gardens. He opens a finely crafted oak and leather case, withdraws a 

gracefully curved bronze arm with an eyepiece, and attaches it to the top of a 

long, sculptural ginger leaf, also in bronze. Into a leafy bowl, he sets a highly 

polished mirror. 4

 www.uppervalleyimageonline.com •  23

Seaside 
placement 

on the North 
Shore of 
Boston.
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      first
glance

The home’s owner and his three 
pajama-clad children watch, intrigued 
and excited. With a few deft adjust-
ments, Schleipman positions the 
sculpture at an angle to view the moon. 
One by one, children and father peer 
into the eyepiece. The lunar sliver is 
transformed. Magnified by this superbly 
designed telescope, the moon’s jagged 
mountains, smooth plains, and circular 
impact craters leap into focus. “It’s 
always the same reaction—first silence, 
then a whispered, ‘Oh my gosh!’” says 
Schleipman, recalling that evening and 
so many others when he has introduced 
people to the Porter Garden Telescope.

A Scientific Objet d’Art
The Porter Garden Telescope is a rare 
blend. On one hand, it is a lovely Art 
Nouveau botanical sculpture. At the 
same time, it is a precise optical 
instrument—a Newtonian reflecting 
telescope with impressive magnifica-
tion. While it doesn’t look anything like 
the more conventional reflecting 
telescope housed in a tube, it has 
exactly the same optics and operates in 
precisely the same manner.

This unusual scientific objet d’art first 
appeared 90 years ago, created by 
Springfield-born Russell Porter, a man 
as rare as his telescope. Today, thanks 
to Fred Schleipman of Norwich (Russ 
Schleipman’s father), the Porter Garden 
Telescope is once again gracing the 
landscapes of luxury homes. This new 
generation of the singular sculptural 
telescope, faithful to Porter’s design, 
shares the beauty of the original but is 
optically a vastly improved instrument.

“Porter designed the Garden 
Telescope out of his love for astronomy 
and his deep artistic ability,” says Russ 
Schleipman. Love of astronomy, 
appreciation for fine art, and his own 
stellar career and expertise in precision 
design led Fred Schleipman on a 
35-year journey to reintroduce Porter’s 
telescope.

The Man Behind the Telescope
Russell Porter, born in Springfield in 
1871, was a Renaissance man: polar 
explorer, architect, artist, engineer, and 
“father of amateur telescope making.” 
After stints at Norwich University and 
the University of Vermont, he headed 
to Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, where he earned his degree in 
architecture. Adventure won out over 
buildings, however. On several Arctic 
expeditions, including some with 
Admiral Robert Peary, Porter served as 
artist, scientist, and surveyor. On one, 
the Ziegler Polar Expedition of 1903, 
the ship broke up in the ice, and the 
team became stranded in the Arctic for 
two years. Working with the instru-
ments of the expeditions and gazing at 
the stars during the long northern 
nights, Porter turned his eyes heaven-
ward. 

James Hartness, Porter’s friend and champion, 
and governor of Vermont from 1921 to 1923.
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Back in Port Clyde, Maine, in 1907, Porter took up telescope making. He 
built indoor and outdoor observatories at his home. Self-taught, he became 
highly skilled at making flat and parabolized mirrors for telescopes. Porter 
taught architecture at MIT and during World War I worked for the National 
Bureau of Standards producing prisms and experimenting with mirrors. 
Along the way, he connected with Springfield-based James Hartness, 
another astronomy buff. Hartness, president of Jones and Lamson Machine 
Company, had built his own home observatory with a turret telescope that 
he patented in 1912. In 1919, Porter returned to Springfield to work  
for Jones and Lamson in precision tool design and manufacture.

Every generation is fascinated with the heavens, but the early decades  
of the 20th century were especially prolific for breakthroughs in understand-
ing the cosmos. Improved telescopes were revealing countless previously 
unknown stars and amazing features of planets in our solar system. Porter 
and Hartness were among many who hungered for a better look at the 
universe.

Porter had barely unpacked his bags in Springfield when in August 1920, 
he started teaching his first class in telescope making. Fourteen men and 
one woman signed up to craft working telescopes affordably. Three years 
later, the Springfield Telescope Makers was established—a group that 
thrives to this day. Porter’s optics and instruments applied across a broad 
scale. In 1927, he was recruited to work on the design of the Hale Tele-
scope for the Mount Palomar Observatory. With its 200-inch mirror, the Hale 
was the largest reflecting telescope in the world for 45 years; this colossus 
among telescopes continues to reveal new discoveries. 

Yet Porter had another side. “He was a great artist in many ways,” says 
Russ Schleipman. Watercolors and pastels from his Arctic journeys and 
landscapes from the Maine coast and his years in California are among his 
works in collections today. “Porter went from two to three dimensions with 
the Garden Telescope.” 4

Far left: The bronze pedestal bears the same patina as the telescope. Left: The 
telescope is also a sundial. The hour ring serves double duty by also indicating 
the time. Above: Calibrations on the hour ring and leafy mirror bowl enable 
precise aiming of the telescope.

http://www.jfklandscapedesign.com/
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Porter designed the Garden Telescope in 1921. Both its art and its science were 
exquisitely wrought. The design was graceful, its parts cast in bronze and finished 
in a pleasing patina. From the beginning, the Garden Telescope was intended for 
the luxury market. It was advertised for sale in the Saturday Evening Post for 
$500—about double the price of a Model T at the time. Several of those originals 
are in private collections today, one belongs to the Smithsonian, and another is at 
the Springfield Telescope Makers Museum. That might have been the end of the 
Porter Garden Telescope story, if not for Fred Schleipman.

Engineering an Encore
An inventor, engineer, and machinist, the multi-talented Schleipman of Norwich has 
a lot in common with Porter. The senior Schleipman was born around the time that 

      first
glance

Clients may choose from two patinas: the warm brown shown above or a verdigris 
(page 24).

http://www.lisanns.com/
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Telescopes  
of Vermont 

66 Partridge Hill
Norwich, VT

(617) 292-5155
http://gardentelescopes.com

Porter was designing the Garden 
Telescope. In 1972, he went on an 
eclipse-viewing expedition to Maurita-
nia, where he met Bert Willard, an 
optical engineer and longtime member 
and curator for the Springfield Telescope 
Makers. The two became friends and 
Schleipman was invited to make the 
short trip south to Springfield to see the 
Garden Telescope. He was smitten. 

Doggedly persistent, it took 
Schleipman 25 years to convince the 
cautious folks in Springfield that the 
Garden Telescope could be reborn 
successfully. Reproducing the telescopes 
was easier said than done. “Bronze 
shrinks when it cools. There is a quirki-
ness to it,” explains Russ Schleipman. As 
a result, every piece had to be remade 
slightly larger to serve as a pattern for 
casting. In addition, new optics had to 
be designed to bring the telescope to 
modern standards and make it the 
superb instrument that it is.

Each unit is the result of over 400 
hours of careful handwork. All castings 
require extensive grinding and chasing, 
or cleanup, before they are machined. 
That machining is demanding: dimen-
sionally critical surfaces require tolerance 
of tenths of thousandths of an inch. 
Finally, the mirrors must be aligned with 
a laser in order to achieve optimal 
performance. “Like a Bugatti or a Purdy, 
each telescope is a hand-wrought gem,” 
Russ says. 

Serial numbered and limited, the 
Porter Garden Telescope has its place in 
the luxury market once more. And it’s 
attracting a new generation of devotees 
who are delighted by this exquisite 
marriage of art and science. •

http://www.vonbargens.com/
http://www.thelymeinn.com/
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http://www.lebanonpaint.com/
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B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  K E L S E Y

THE WILLOW SCHOOL IN 
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION

local
limelight

Riley O ’COnnOR RemembeRs the day 
she was inspired to hold the first “recess 
chat.” “I had spent the entire recess 
period setting up a science project, and 
when the children came in, there was one 
little girl who was upset about something 
that had happened on the playground,” 
she recalls. O’Connor brushed the issue 
aside and continued with the lesson, which 
fell flat because the student and her peers 
were too troubled by the incident to 
concentrate. “If I had given them the time 
to discuss the problem and listen to each 
other,” she says, “the science experiment 
would have gone better, and I wouldn’t 
have had to start over the next day.” From 
that point on, O’Connor began to set aside 
time for conflict resolution. 4
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local
limelight

30 i m a g e  •  Fall 2011

Her colleague at Marion Cross School, 
Terri Ashley, noticed the effectiveness of 
O’Connor’s post-recess discussions and 
shared O’Connor’s philosophy that students’ 
emotional and social needs must be 
addressed before academics could success-
fully follow. The first-grade teachers devel-
oped a system in which they encouraged 
students to talk after every recess about 
troublesome playground issues, and they 
discovered that children could create solu-
tions for their own problems when given 
guidelines to follow. They tried involving 
other teachers at the public school, but the 
30 minutes they devoted to these discussions 
each day frequently interfered with their 
colleagues’ schedules.

After several years of collaboration, Ashley 
and O’Connor founded Willow School in 
2003, where social and emotional skills are 
emphasized in the curriculum. Affectionately 
called “the little four-room, one-room 
schoolhouse” by the teachers, Willow runs 
from kindergarten through third grade and is 
located next to Valley Terrace Assisted Living 
Facility in White River Junction. Seventeen 
students from White River Junction and 
surrounding towns attended Willow School its 
first year, and similar demographics continue. 
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“Any number above 21 would feel 
crowded here,” says O’Connor. The 
school has a waiting list, and tuition 
is $9,000 per annum.

The Willow Way 
In separate classes, O’Connor 
specializes in math while Ashley 
teaches language arts, but the 
teachers cover all other subjects 
together. And since the school is 
multiage, older students often 
assist younger ones in true school-
house style. Once they established 
their own institution, Ashley and 
O’Connor initiated a more formal 
version of social learning. Their 
philosophy has developed primarily 
from their own years of teaching, 
but it is also based on the writings 
of early childhood education 
researcher Vivian Paley, as well as 
the Northeast Foundation for 
Children’s Responsive Classroom 
approach to learning. 4

Willow School students enjoy 
outdoor activities.

http://www.northcapedesign.com/
http://www.hanoverinn.com/
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Recess chats are unique to 
Willow School. All students come 
together in a circle; each day a new 
facilitator is chosen from a wall 
chart to ask, “Were there any 
problems outside?” Usually, several 
hands go up.

After listening to a grievance, the 
facilitator asks offenders if they 
have anything to say. Then, children 
who were directly involved are 
asked to comment before the entire 
group is polled for suggestions on 
how the problem might be solved.

Finally, the student in charge will 
ask the offended party, “Does this 
feel solved for you?”  The answers 
vary. According to O’Connor, 
“Sometimes they say yes, some-
times no. Sometimes they want a 
more sincere apology. Sometimes 
they need a hug. They really learn 
how to work in a group, how to wait 
their turn—even when they’re 
chomping at the bit to say some-
thing. They benefit by learning a lot 
of other skills that follow along, in 
addition to just working through 
their recess.”

Branching Out
Another part of Willow School’s 
program is “branch out day,” an 
arrangement that helps prevent 
cliques. Once a week, students are 
paired on the playground with 
someone they don’t usually play 
with. “We’ll take a third-grade boy 
and pair him with a kindergarten 
girl,” Ashley explains, “and by the 
time the day is over, they really are 
fast friends. There are almost never 
problems on the days we do that.”

The students have even devel-
oped their own social methods, 
such as designating a “lonely spot” 
on the Valley Terrace porch. Those 
who feel isolated can stand in the 
area so others will look out for them 
and know to incorporate them in 
their play. “I equate it to being at a 
cocktail party,” says O’Connor. “You 
don’t know where to go, you don’t 

local
limelight

http://www.t-n.com/
http://www.statefarm.com/
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The Willow School
2830 Christian Street 

White River Junction, VT 
(802) 295-7191

http://willowschool.us

know who to talk to, you don’t know 
where to stand; it would be nice if 
you could sit in a particular chair, 
and someone would come right 
over to you.”

Neighbors
The Willow School’s proximity to 
Valley Terrace Assisted Living offers 
educational opportunities as well. 
The school has a partnership with 
the facility in which Valley Terrace’s 
elderly residents volunteer at 
Willow for weekly reading activities. 
Willow’s students also visit Valley 
Terrace on special occasions.

The teachers say that the intergen-
erational opportunities have created 
a sense of compassion and responsi-
bility in their students. “They see that 
older people are different,” Ashley 
says. “They have health issues, they 
can’t hear as well, they sometimes 
have skin conditions and don’t look 
pleasant all the time, but the children 
love them. They walk through the 
door, and we have to stop the 
children from knocking them over 
with hugs.”

Life Lessons
“In the classroom, we’re struck by 
so many comments they make to 
each other and how sophisticated 
they are at such a young age,” 
O’Connor says. “Parents notice 
their children’s problem-solving 
techniques and tell us they want to 
incorporate them at the kitchen 
table, and coaches tell us they can 
always tell who the Willow School 
kids are because they always solve 
problems on the spot.” Ashley says, 
“And that’s been a bit of a frustra-
tion for our students—to be out of 
here, graduated, and moved on. 
They say ‘if only they’d give us time 
to talk about some things, we’d 
solve them. We could really find the 
solutions.’” •

http://www.alicepeckday.org/
http://www.clearwaterfiltration.com/
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http://www.mascomabank.com/
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Art Class 
on Wheels

the ARtS BUS MAKeS A DIFFeReNCe IN ChILDReN’S LIVeS

I
f you’re travelling the back 
roads of Central Vermont this 
fall, you may encounter an unusual 
school bus. Its exterior is adorned with 
a brightly colored, wraparound mural 

designed by stained-glass artist and cartoon-
ist Phil Godenschwager; its interior is outfit-
ted with a mobile arts lab and pocket theater 
designed to offer instruction in the visual, 
performing, and literary arts. No, it’s not a 
Partridge Family revival; it’s the Arts Bus! 4
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Top and left: Young students enjoy the Arts Bus. Above: 
Cynthia Sandusky, project director, drives the bus.
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This incredible rolling classroom is 
the brainchild of a coalition of commu-
nity organizations based in Randolph, 
Vermont, that came together in 2008 
with the idea of developing a “cultural 
conveyance” that would deliver arts 
programming to the doorsteps of 
children living in small rural towns 
across the state. Fate smiled on the 
project early on in the form of a 
73-passenger school bus donated by a 
retired bus driver in memory of his wife, 
a music teacher. Two years of intense 
activity followed as organizers planned 

the curriculum, secured community 
support, and retrofitted the bus. On 
Saturday, May 8, 2010, the Arts Bus 
made its inaugural appearance at the 
annual Fiddlehead Festival in Randolph, 
and the team hasn’t looked in the 
rearview mirror since.

Embraced by the Community
When asked to talk about the Arts Bus, 
Director Cynthia Sandusky eagerly 
engages. A clinical psychotherapist 
specializing in children’s wellness, 
women’s issues, domestic violence,  

“Every child is an artist.  
The problem is how to remain  

an artist once we grow up.”
—Pablo Picasso

Young boy works on an art and science 
project.

Above and top right: Artists display projects created with tempera paints and magnets. 
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Anna with artist Jennie Harriman, one of 
ten artists who works with the Arts Bus.

Sculping a 3-D painting.

http://laneeye.com/
http://www.nhins.com/
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and crisis intervention, Sandusky is also 
a writer, visual artist, and specialist in 
technical theater. Brought on to 
shepherd the nascent program through 
its first season, she eagerly catalogues 
the program’s early successes and 
recounts a series of heartwarming tales 
about the changes she witnessed in 
young participants’ attitudes and 
demeanor from one week to the next. 
Although Sandusky acknowledges that 
challenges remain, she is determinedly 
optimistic about the program’s future. 
“One of the wonderful things about 
this program is that most of the people 
who were involved at the grassroots 
level back in 2008 are still involved 
today,” she notes. “As we moved 
through our pilot season, the board 
members were incredibly excited to 
see their ideas come to fruition.”

Nor was the board alone in its 
enthusiasm. According to Sandusky, it 
took virtually no time for the communi-
ties to embrace the concept. Within 
two weeks of hitting the road, the Arts 
Bus staff was inundated with queries 

about the mobile classroom’s next 
destination. “We visited four towns last 
season: Bethel, Braintree, Brookfield, 
and Randolph,” Sandusky says. “We 
were on the road three days a week, 
doing two appearances a day, and the 
response was overwhelmingly positive. 
We could easily have worked seven 
days a week.” Given the dizzying array 
of programs the staff offered in the first 
five months, it’s difficult to believe that 
they didn’t work 24/7.

A Variety of Opportunities
During the Arts Bus’s pilot phase, 
young participants engaged in a 
panoply of creative activities including 
painting, drumming, origami, move-
ment, mandala making, pottery, 
costume making, improvisation, 
storytelling, yoga, creative writing, and 
theatrical makeup and special effects. 
The arts disciplines were taught 
independently as well as woven into a 
number of thematic programs led by 
the Arts Bus staff: Egyptian Hiero-
glyphs, Prehistoric Cave Art, Maori War 

thearts
7912

Cynthia Sandusky, project director.

Children learn how surprising media can be in an art 
and science unit. A visitor from Florida dropped in to 
join the fun.

Mallie Roark, intern.

http://www.home-partners.com/
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Dancing, Greek Theatrical Masks, 
Tibetan Peace Flags, and Chinese 
Calligraphy. Students learned under 
the direction of six guest artists: 
Barry Miller, who taught percussion, 
chime making, and movement; Eva 
Zimet, who taught origami, yoga, 
and improvisation; Jennie Harriman, 
who taught painting and costume 
making; Barbara Gassner, who taught 
mandalas; Eddie Freund, who taught 
movie and theatrical makeup and 
special effects; and Heather DeLe-
one, who taught pottery.

“The artists working with the Arts 
Bus are incredible,” Sandusky 
asserts. “Last year we worked with 
six artists, and this year we’ll be 
working with ten. They are paid for 
their efforts because we honor art 
and by extension artists, but these 
individuals are also incredibly 
generous with their time and creativ-
ity.” In some instances, Sandusky 
notes, guest artists donated the 
materials for their projects. They also 
helped project leaders to stay within 

Artist-instructor Jennie Harriman.

http://www.wrfamilyeyecare.com/
http://www.creativelightingdesigns.com/
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their modest budgets by working 
smart. For example, Sandusky chal-
lenged instructors to work with found 
or recycled materials, both because of 
the ramifications in terms of environ-
mental impact and because she wanted 
the projects to be cost effective, and 
thus able to be replicated by parents, 
many of whom reside in underserved 
rural communities. “What we found is 
that it worked!” Sandusky exclaims. The 
program got lots of great feedback, 
she notes, including one report that 
after completing a Southwestern rock 
art project on the bus, children and 
their parents subsequently collected 
river rocks and painted them together 
on their own. “These sorts of projects 
offer children a valuable opportunity for 
self-expression and creativity,” she 
asserts, “and parents learn that money 
doesn’t have to be a limiting factor in 
creating art.”

Valuable Life Lessons
With their pilot season behind them, 
Sandusky is eagerly looking to the 
coming season and beyond. “What 
we’re hearing now is that the kids we 
saw last year can’t wait for us to come 
back,” she says. “The combination of 
experiences—painting, writing, 
acting—appeals to the kids. They’re 
learning that art isn’t just about creat-
ing pretty pictures; it’s about express-
ing yourself and giving voice to your 
thoughts and feelings.” As a psycho-
therapist, Sandusky knows just how 
valuable this lesson can be. Self-
expression leads to self-knowledge, she 

explains, and that’s why it’s so impor-
tant to honor the arts—because 
ultimately art is all about self-knowl-
edge. Engaging in artistic expression 
enables children to grow. “Math and 
science are important,” Sandusky 
acknowledges, “but self-expression, 
self-acceptance, and self-knowledge—
you’ve got to have that, too.”

As school budgets grow ever tighter, 
arts programs are frequently elimi-
nated, making the need for programs 
like the Arts Bus all the more pressing. 
Sandusky is eager to secure the 
program’s future so that it may be 
expanded not only to more communi-
ties in Vermont but also developed as a 
prototype for communities nationwide. 
“This is a three-part process,” Sandusky 
explains. “Phase one is organization, 
phase two is implementation, and 
phase three is sustainability.” The Arts 
Bus has successfully maneuvered 
through the first two phases, Sandusky 
observes, and now the focus is squarely 

thearts
The Arts Bus turns 
onto Main Street in 
Randolph. Bus mural 
was created by artist 
Phil Godenschwager.

http://www.northernstage.org/
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on sustainability. While the program 
has been incredibly fortunate in 
securing funding through commu-
nity organizations and grants, these 
resources won’t be available 
indefinitely. At this juncture, the Arts 
Bus needs to establish an endow-
ment or identify an ongoing reve-
nue stream. Many ideas are being 
kicked around and enthusiasm is 
high. Although the challenge is 
daunting, Sandusky is optimistic and 
passionately focused on the goal of 
nurturing the next generation 
through art. “There’s no question 
that this program is making a 
difference in children’s lives,” 
Sandusky says. “What we’ve learned 
on the Arts Bus is that if you give a 
child a little more wiggle room and 
let them know that you support 
them for who they are, they will 
blossom.” •

To Learn 
More

If you’d like to donate to 
the Arts Bus or volunteer 
with the program, you’ll 
find information in the 
“Get Involved” section 
of the website, www.
artsbus.org. You may also 
contact Director Cynthia 
Sandusky at artsbus@
Chandler-arts.org.

http://www.drsamseyecare.com/
http://www.kua.org/
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I 
considered the sizeable rock in front of me and 
wondered who would bid on such a thing. I wanted 
to touch it, but it was beyond my reach. It was a 
special rock, though not the kind jewelers covet or 
sculptors carve. It was much, much bigger, and it 

had a name, Pinch Rock, which marks the popular swim-
ming spot in the middle of the White River in Royalton, 
Vermont. As I stood on the shore separated from Pinch 
Rock by a ribbon of river, a light rain caused the rock’s 
rounded cracks and crevices to shine. There were no 
swimmers on this cool autumn day, but I could easily 
picture dozens of kids laughing and playing here on a 
warm summer afternoon. 4
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s t o r y  a n d  p h o t o s  b y  l i s a  d e n s m o r e

Pinch Rock in the middle of the 
White River in Royalton, Vermont.
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A Special Auction
Pinch Rock was not really for sale, but it was 
auctioned off by the White River Partnership 
(WRP), a local nonprofit organization that 
aims to improve and conserve the White 
River watershed. The WRP earned $7,200 for 
Pinch Rock during its August 2010 landscape 
auction—the first auction of its kind in the 
United States. The items up for bid were all 
elements of the local landscape deemed 
worthy of preserving by the WRP.

The live event, attended by 150 people 
from across Vermont, New Hampshire, New 
York, and Massachusetts and hosted by 
well-known auctioneer Rusty DeWees, raised 
$20,000 for the WRP’s numerous programs. 
The high bidders did not purchase these 
scenic or environmentally important loca-
tions, but they often earned a special activity 
there. For example, the winner of Thunder 
Mountain Farm in West Braintree (minimum 
bid $275) got to spend a day making maple 
syrup on the farm. Other auction items 

included releasing Atlantic salmon into the 
White River with the Green Mountain 
National Forest fisheries staff (minimum bid 
$385) and planting trees for a day to help 
restore the riparian buffer along a stretch of 
riverbank (minimum bid $2,500, which 
helped pay for the trees).

“We got the idea to try a landscape auction 
for fundraising from Holland,” explains Mary 
Russ, executive director of the White River 
Partnership. “The Dutch use them to help 
people in rural areas maintain their agricultural 
settings. We are doing the same thing with our 
rural landscape. We bring together various 
groups who live and work in the area and use 
the White River for recreation.” 

Protection & Conservation
Founded in 1996, the WRP is the watchdog 
of the White River watershed. The watershed 
includes all water, above and below ground, 
that drains into the White River. It covers 710 
square miles, including 50,000 acres in the 

Above: Mary Russ, executive 
director of the White River 
Partnership. Center: Howe 
covered bridge, one of 
the WRP’s land-auction 
landmarks. Right top: 
Covered bridge over the 
First Branch White River in 
Tunbridge, Vermont. Right: 
View across White River at 
Pinch Rock.

community
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Green Mountain National Forest. The 
main stem of the White River originates 
on Battell Mountain, then flows 56 
miles southerly and easterly to its 
mouth at the Connecticut River at 
White River Junction, Vermont. Along 
the way, it picks up volume from its five 
major tributaries: First Branch, Second 
Branch, Third Branch, West Branch, and 
the Tweed River. It is one of the last 
free-flowing rivers in Vermont and the 
longest undammed tributary of the 
Connecticut River, making it vitally 
important in the Atlantic salmon 
recovery effort. Eighty-four percent of 
the White River watershed is forested. 
The rest is a combination of pictur-
esque fields, farms, waterways, and 
historic villages—the classic Vermont 
landscapes that locals and visitors 
cherish for a myriad of economic, 
recreational, and environmental 
reasons. The WRP monitors the health 

of the watershed and brings people 
together to protect and improve it.

Though limited in staff and 
resources, the WRP has a big agenda. 
Whether it’s taking water samples to 
check for E. coli, repairing riparian 
buffers, or retrofitting a culvert, the 
WRP brings people together, including 
property owners; schools; businesses; 
town, state, and federal governments; 
and various nonprofit groups to 
collaborate on the use and conserva-
tion of the White River watershed. 

Funding Important Projects
As Mary Russ and I walked the short 
distance back to her car from Pinch 
Rock, she mentioned how the funds 
from the auction of the rock would 
serve two purposes: they would help 
create an access trail in this high-use 
area to reduce trampling of the river-
bank, and they would help eradicate 

http://www.vcaresvet.com/
http://www.sunshineeyewear.net/locations.htm
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the invasive species growing here. She pointed 
at the lacy ground cover, which looked a lot like 
carrot greens.

“Wild chervil,” declared Russ. “Animals don’t 
eat it, and it chokes out other low plants. And 
this is bush honeysuckle, another invasive 
species.” She pointed to a tall bush that had 
formed a thick, leafy hedge along the riverbank. 
Bush honeysuckle crowds out trees and high 
bushes the way wild chervil does grasses and 
other ground covers. I imagined the riverbanks 
a homogeneous wall of bush honeysuckle, and 
then tried to yank out a newly sprouted bush by 
its roots. A mass of rhizomes dangled from the 
bottom of the bush. The darn things spread not 
only by the seeds in their tiny red berries but 
also by sending shoots out underground. 
Getting rid of this pervasive plant would not be 
easy.

Before our visit to Pinch Rock, Russ showed 
me several other landscapes included the 
auction, starting with the Howvale Farm, an 
organic dairy farm along the First Branch White 
River in Tunbridge, where the high bidder 
would be treated to a picnic of fresh foods 
produced by the farm. The funds raised by the 
“sale” of the farm in the WRP’s land auction 
would help fund a new watering system 
designed to keep the cows out of the river.

From there, we drove to a small house above 
a large meadow owned by Fred Pond, also in 
Tunbridge, and hiked up to his deck to enjoy 
the view. Pond manages his 146-acre parcel so 
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that bird species like warblers and 
grouse feel at home, but it’s costly. 
Funds from the WRP land auction will 
help keep the field there mowed, which 
enhances the habitat for migratory birds 
while preventing the spread of invasive 
plants such as bush honeysuckle.

We hiked back to the car and drove 
along the White River. The water 
glistened in the waning daylight. We 
passed by a covered bridge and then 
another. Cows grazed in the fields. We 
passed a general store and a gas 
station, an ice cream parlor closed for 
the season, and a white church. Most of 
the maples had dropped their leaves, 
but a few tenacious trees added just 
enough color to the hillsides to make 
them glow warmly in the setting sun. I 
couldn’t imagine this Upper Valley 
landscape looking any different, yet I 
now knew change could happen quickly 
and not necessarily for the better. I was 
glad that the White River Partnership 
was watching out for it. •

Get Involved
The White River Partnership encour-
ages people of all ages to participate 
in its many programs. More than 
500 volunteers get involved in WRP 
projects each year, including students 
from 15 local schools. Opportunities 
to volunteer vary by the season:

April–May 
Plant trees along the river

June–August 
Monitor water quality

September–October 
River cleanups

To learn more about WRP’s next land-
scape auction and its other programs, 
contact the WRP at (802) 763-7733, 
www.whiteriverpartnership.com.

Far left: Fred Pond property, Tunbridge, 
Vermont, a classic view protected by 
the WRP. Center: Bush honeysuckle, an 
invasive species the WRP is working to 
eradicate. A “resident” of Howdale Farm. 
Left: Wild butter-and-eggs figwort by the 
White River. Below: A picnic at the organic 
Howvale Farm in Royalton, Vermont, a 
WRP land-auction item.

http://www.visionsource-fieldsofvisioneyecare.com/
http://www.townlineequipment.com/
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Eyes
Have It!

The

There’s a lot to see in the Upper Valley, and there are terrific eye care 
professionals to help you see it all clearly. From choosing a cool new pair 
of Maui Jim sunglasses with UV protection to getting soft contact lenses to 
keeping your eyes healthy for a lifetime of good vision, this area has highly 
qualified ophthalmologists, optometrists, and opticians to assist you.

Eye care professionals and services belong to three main categories:
n    Opticians specialize in fitting eyeglasses and making lenses to correct vision 

problems.
n    Optometrists are doctors of optometry. They provide primary health care 

services, including performing eye examinations, writing prescriptions 
for corrective lenses, and diagnosing and treating visual conditions such 
as astigmatism and eye diseases such as glaucoma. “We are general 
practitioners for your eyes,” says Dr. Rusty Bernal.

n    Ophthalmologists are medical doctors, or MDs. They specialize in eye and 
vision care and provide a full spectrum of eye care, from prescribing glasses 
to diagnosing and treating diseases and conditions of the eye to performing 
surgery.

The men and women on these pages are experts in their fields and are 
based just down the road. Seeing them is an important step toward good 
vision and healthy eyes. “A routine comprehensive eye and vision exam 
should be done on a regular basis; it is an important part of preventive 
health care,” says Dr. Donna Reed of Sunapee/New London, expressing a 
sentiment shared by all these professionals. 4
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Dr. Eugene (Rusty)  Berna l                Dr. Sam Giveen                          Dr. Chris  F ie lds 

Ronald Hi l l              Rober t  Musante                          Lenny F ish 

E l izabeth F ish               Dr. Richard Lane                              Dr. Donna Reed
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The name Doctor Sam’s Eye Care gives a good introduction to Dr. Sam Giveen’s 
optometry practice, where friendly and professional go hand in hand. Now with two 
offices—in Claremont and Hanover—this is a practice for all ages. “We see people 
from four months of age to over 100 years old,” says Dr. Giveen.

Eye care should start young, Dr. Giveen emphasizes. “National statistics show 
that about one in 40 people has a vision problem that should have been addressed 
early in childhood.” The most common is an “eye turn.” Finding and correcting 
this is critical at a young age when the child’s brain is forming the connections for 
processing depth perception. “Diagnosed and treated very early, that child can end 
up with perfect vision,” says Dr. Giveen.

At the other end of the age spectrum, Dr. Giveen provides care for two area 
nursing homes. “A shocking statistic is that of all people who go into long-term 
nursing home care, 95 percent never see an eye-care professional again.” So Dr. 
Giveen goes to them. “We have hand-held equipment and take everything with us.

“For six years when I was still in California, I worked with the Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Department, seeing patients in the health clinic in the 4,000 bed jail, which 
serves the Oakland/Berkeley area. That’s where I started using portable equipment. 
Clinically, it was very interesting. I learned a lot. I always felt fortunate when I 
walked out and got in my car at the end of a day!”

Fun Fact 
“I’m kind of a motorhead.” You may 
see a bright yellow 2004 Chevy 
SSR (Super Sport Roadster) pickup 
truck sporting Dr. Giveen’s logo 
cruising the roads. He drove it in 
the Hanover Independence Day 
parade with four Upper Valley 
Olympians on board.

Tip 
“Diet and exercise make a huge 
difference. Eating lots of dark green 
leafy vegetables like spinach and 
kale is good for your overall health 
and especially important for your 
eyes.” Dr. Giveen adds, “Foods of 
white don’t help your sight!”

Dr. Sam Giveen
Doctor Sam’s Eye Care

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 Doctor Sam’s Eye Care

9 Dunning Street, Claremont, NH
2 Dorrance Place, Hanover, NH

(603) 543-2020
www.doctorsamseyecare.com

Northeastern University 1987
University of California, Berkeley 1991

T

http://www.drsamseyecare.com/


“I’m absolutely doing what I want to be doing,” says 
Dr. Chris Fields about being an optometrist. At his new 
state-of-the-art office in Lebanon, Dr. Fields provides 
comprehensive and specialty eye-care services. He brings 
a breadth of experience to his practice, most recently 11 
years in Ophthalmology at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical 
Center.

Dr. Fields has been involved firsthand in optometric 
advances. At Pennsylvania College of Optometry, he 
participated in early research and was published in the 
newly evolving field of excimer laser refractive surgery. 
Working with a refractive surgery practice after his 
residency, he helped complete the clinical research and 
FDA application for one of the first excimer lasers for 
LASIK.

DNA testing for macular degeneration is among the 
services Dr. Fields offers. “It has just become available in 
the last year,” he says. “The test allows us to screen patients 
with a family history of macular degeneration. We do a 
cheek swab for the sample. The lab looks at five different 

genetic markers. The markers give us an idea of the risk 
that person has of developing macular degeneration. In 
the past, people usually didn’t know that they had macular 
degeneration until they had vision loss. With this screening, 
we can start monitoring their condition in a clinical setting 
earlier and begin interventions and treatment.

“I place a big emphasis on nutrition. I am a strong 
believer in the overall interaction between lifestyle and 
nutrition in keeping your eyes healthy.” If a patient has dry 
eye, for example, eye drops are not the only approach. “In 
many cases, we can have the body produce more tears by 
introducing omega 3 supplements to the patient’s diet.”

Little-known fact 
Dr. Fields is a cofounder of 
Global Health Cares, a US-
based nonprofit organization 
that helps provide health care 
services in Nicaragua.
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Dr. Chris Fields
Fields of  Vision Eye Care, Inc.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 Fields of Vision Eye Care, Inc.

410 Miracle Mile, Suite 13 
Lebanon, NH  

(603) 448-2575
www.visionsource- 

fieldsofvisioneyecare.com 

University of California, Davis 1988
Pennsylvania College of Optometry 1994

I
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It was one of those happy coincidences 
of names when Ronald Hill started 
working for Ranald Hill, no relation, in 
1976. For almost 65 years, since Ranald 
Hill Opticians opened its doors in 1947, 
Hill Opticians has served the Hanover 
community. Although the original Mr. 
Hill retired years ago, the business 
continues with optician owners Ronald 
Hill and Robert Musante. They work with 
optometrist Dr. Dorothy Hitchmoth, who 
performs eye examinations and writes 
prescriptions for corrective lenses.

“We have a lot of experience; we’ve been 
doing this a long time,” says Musante. “So 
much has changed in lens technology in 
the years we’ve been working, and we have 
changed with it.” For example, he notes, 
“Thirty years ago there were only lined 
bifocals—people remember the style their 
grandparents wore. That changed first 
with the early progressives and then kept 
improving. Old glasses had a ‘hard design’ 
that resulted in abrupt jumps as you looked 
through different parts of the lenses. Now 
with ‘soft design’ there is a gradual, more 
natural transition.”

The techniques for making lenses have 
also been revolutionized. “There was a time 
when we had a wall with 1,000 patterns 
for lenses. Now the computerized edger 
traces the shape and size and cuts it for you 
instead,” explains Musante.

“It’s nice to help people,” says Hill. 
“I especially like it when someone comes 
in who hasn’t had their glasses just right 
before. I can help them, and they finally 
have just the right fit.”

Tip 
 “Consider your current glasses 
and what you like and don’t like 
about them. What is working, and 
what’s not? Is the fit comfortable? 
Are they good for working at 
the computer? When you come 
in, tell us about your experience 
and ask questions. There are 
many specialty lenses available 
today that you may not know 
about, like lenses specifically for 
computer use. We can help you 
find the right pair.”
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 Hill Opticians

53 South Main Street
Hanover, NH

(603) 643-2400

Ronald Hill & Robert Musante
Hill Opticians

I

http://www.hanoverchamber.org/business.php?id=241


“We care about how you look when you leave here,” says Lenny Fish about 
New London Opticians. The shop is owned by husband and wife team 
Lenny and Elizabeth Fish, both New Hampshire Registered Opticians.

“We are a full-service optical shop with an on-site laboratory. You can 
get your eyes examined here; you can get your glasses here; you can have a 
fitting consultation here. We advise and consult with people and fit them 
with fashionable frames that suit their styles and budgets,” explains Lenny 
Fish. Optometrist Dr. Anthony Messa is on site for eye examinations and 
prescriptions.

Years ago, Lenny Fish was a salesman for a wholesale optical company 
in New Jersey. After apprenticing with an optician, studying, and earning 
his New Jersey Optician’s License, he was looking forward to opening his 
own optical business. He had vacationed frequently in New Hampshire. “I 
decided to move to the place I loved going and hated leaving,” he recalls. 
He opened New London Opticians 35 years ago.

“We give people a large selection of frames and a quality experience. We 
give you a reason not to go anywhere else. We believe in integrity, honesty, 
and quality. That’s how we work. And we’re friendly,” Fish explains.

New London Opticians is a business member of Destination New 
London, an organization that promotes shopping locally. “People value 
small businesses, but they don’t always support local small businesses. 
We’re trying to raise awareness and change that. If you want small, locally 
owned businesses to stay in your area, it’s important to support them. Shop 
in your local stores instead of going to a big box or chain store. The quality 
of small business is worth your money.”

“ w E  b E L I E v E  

I N  I N t E g R I t Y, 

h O N E S t Y,  

A N d  q u A L I t Y.  

t h At ’ S  h O w  

w E  w O R k . ” 

A rewarding part of the job
 “To pick a frame that fits a person’s face 
and have them say, ‘Wow!’ That is very 
rewarding,” says Elizabeth Fish.
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 New London Opticians
New London Shopping Center

Colonial Place
New London, NH
(603) 526-6990

Lenny & Elizabeth Fish
New London Opticians

W



“Most people would like to keep their vision until they’re done,” 
says Dr. Bernal. He and the three other optometrists in his practice 
are helping Upper Valley residents of all ages do exactly that. “We 
specialize in family eye care; we are your general practitioners for eyes 
from birth to end of life.

“I knew I wanted to be in a field of medicine from the time I was 
15,” says Dr. Bernal, who was drawn to optometry from his own 
experience of new developments in eye care. A high school athlete, he 
played football and baseball, but he also wore glasses. “Soft contact 
lenses had just become available,” he explains. Without the problems 
of hard contacts or the bulkiness of glasses, soft contacts are a real 
boon to athletes.

“Things that you saw only in research clinics a few years ago are 
now available to benefit the public,” says Dr. Bernal about advances 
in optometry. “New technology lets us detect problems earlier. Once 
a condition causes a change in vision, it has already progressed.” 
With early detection, treatment can alter the course of conditions like 
macular degeneration and glaucoma.

“We are so active today with sports and activities, it is important 
to remember to watch out for our eyes,” says Dr. Bernal. “Injuries to 
your eyes can happen when you’re doing home projects or chores like 
mowing or putting chemicals in the pool, or playing sports—getting 
bugs or dirt in your eye when riding your bike. Protect your eyes. 
Safety wear used to be ugly, but now there are so many attractive 
choices.”

If he were not an optometrist 
“I would be a chef. My passion is food. I 
love food and wine from Italy, but I love all 
cuisine. I haven’t met one I don’t like. I have 
200 cookbooks and read seven cooking 
magazines a month. Yes, I am an obsessed 
foodie.”
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Dr. Eugene (Rusty) Bernal
White River Family Eye Care

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 White River Family Eye Care

587 Hartford Avenue 
White River Junction, VT

(802) 295-4887
www.wrfamilyeyecare.com

University of Pennsylvania 1980
New England College of Optometry 1984

M

http://www.wrfamilyeyecare.com/
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“Changing your eyesight can change your life,” says Dr. Donna 
Reed. “Being fit with eyeglasses or contact lenses, having 
cataract surgery—all have positive outcomes for vision.” Dr. 
Reed brings a breadth of international and US education and 
experience to her practice. With her undergraduate degree from 
the University of British Columbia, she studied optometry in 
the United Kingdom, then earned her Doctor of Optometry in 
the United States. Her US clinical placements took Dr. Reed 
from Boston to White River Junction to Portland, Oregon, and 
San Antonio, Texas. “My husband and I drove the perimeter of 
the country that year. It was a terrific experience!”

Dr. Reed chose the Sunapee and New London area as a place 
to live in 2000.  Four years ago when Dr. Nichols retired from 
his practice of 34 years she purchased the business. “I see every 
age and I’m working with children and even grandchildren of 
patients who started with Dr. Nichols decades ago,” she notes.

Her practice incorporates state-of-the-art technology, 
including Optical Coherence Tomography. “OCT is an imaging 
modality for ocular disease; it is similar to what MRIs do for 
brain imaging. The OCT allows us to get baseline retinal 
images and monitor changes within conditions such as macular 
degeneration, diabetic retinopathy, glaucoma, and other macular 
diseases,” she explains. Dr. Reed offers full service optical 
as well, offering designer frames, sports eyewear, children’s 
eyewear, and sunglasses.

Dr. Donna Reed
Appletree Opticians

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 Appletree Opticians

Dr. Donna Reed, Optometrist
197 Main Street 
PO Box 1427 

New London, NH 
(603) 526-4043

www.drdonnareed.com

Tip
“I like to see patients, young 
and old, wearing proper UV 
protection. Unprotected UV 
exposure to your eyes, just like to 
your skin, has associated risks.”

University of British Columbia 1991
Dept. of Optometry and Visual Science, City 
University London, UK 1996
New England College of Optometry 2000

C

http://drdonnareed.com/


Dr. Richard Lane
Lane Eye Associates
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Dr. Richard Lane is an ophthalmologist, a 
medical doctor specializing in eye health and 
qualified to treat eye diseases and perform 
surgery. “I’m not only a surgeon; we also do 
routine eye care,” he explains. Serving the 
communities of Springfield and Claremont, Dr. 
Lane works with two associates, April Harmer 
and Yihong Cai, who are both Doctors of 
Optometry. Optical shops are at both locations. 
For surgery, Dr. Lane works with Springfield and 
Valley Regional Hospitals.

“It would be hard to list all we do,” says 
Carolyn Lane, RN, office manager. From fitting 
contact lenses to glaucoma testing to eyelid 
surgery to correcting astigmatisms, this general 
ophthalmology practice delivers a wide range of 
services when it comes to the eye-care needs of 
the community. Dr. Lane has been practicing 
in Springfield since 1987 and has brought new 
advances in diagnostic techniques and treatments 
to his patients. In 2000, he was asked by the 
owners of Styleeyes Optique to join their practice 

Tip 
 “There is no magic elixir you 
can take to keep your eyes 
healthy.  Take good overall care 
of your body to take good care 
of your eyes.”

Hobbies 
“I’m an avid gardener and a 
mediocre golfer.”

D
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 Lane Eye Associates

441 River Street
PO Box 830

Springfield, VT 
(802) 886-3937

130 Pleasant Street 
Claremont, NH
(603) 542-2002

Duke University 1976
Albany Medical College 1980
University of South Carolina, Residency 
in Ophthalmology 1981–1984
Diplomate of American Board of 
Ophthalmologists 1985

in Claremont, New Hampshire, and that partnership 
has continued successfully to the present.

“People are looking for newer and better ways to 
correct their vision,” says Dr. Lane. “Cataract surgery 
today is not just a procedure to remove a cloudy lens; 
it is also an opportunity to make a change to a person’s 
eyeglass prescription.” Dramatic changes can be 
brought about with multifocal lenses that have become 
available over the last few years. Dr. Lane has worked 
with these lenses, and many patients have had great 
success. “It’s not a promise,” he explains, but for many 
patients, “these lenses allow you to have sharp vision at 
all distances without glasses.”

“We see people of all ages; we still accept new 
patients,” says Carolyn Lane. “We are here for the 
community around us.” •

Dr. Lane with Vickie Schettino, optician, and Yihong Cai, OD.

http://laneeye.com/
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AVA Gallery and Art Center
Located in a beautifully renovated LEED 
Gold-certified building, AVA (Alliance  
for the Visual Arts) offers year-round 
exhibitions by emerging and established 
artists, art classes and workshops for 
all ages and abilities, and many special 
events.

11 Bank Street, Lebanon, NH
(603) 448-3117
www.avagallery.org
Gallery hours: Tue–Sat 11am–5pm
Thu 11am–7pm; also by appointment.
 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Loewen Window Center
Beautifully crafted Douglas Fir windows and 
doors for the discerning homeowner.

Double & Triple Glazed Options.
Available in Aluminum, Copper & Bronze Clad.

Design. Create. Inspire.

15 Railroad Row
White River Junction, VT
(802) 295-6555, (800) 505-1892 
E-mail: info@loewenvtnh.com 
www.loewenvtnh.com

Home Comfort Warehouse
Home Comfort Warehouse specializes in 
renewable and alternative energy products 
including solar, wood stoves, pellet stoves, 
and high-efficiency wood boilers and 
furnaces.

54 Bridge Street
White River Junction, VT
(802) 295-8778
www.homecomfortwarehouse.com 
Mon–Fri 9am–5pm 
Sat 10am–4pm, closed Sun

Beverage King, Inc.
Our family-owned and -operated retail  
store has been part of the Upper Valley  
community for over 50 years. We pride  
ourselves on carrying the area’s largest selection 
of craft beers. We also carry a wide variety of 
wines, soft drinks, kegs, and tobacco products.

9 Interchange Drive
West Lebanon, NH
(603) 298-5817 
www.thebeverageking.com

No need to travel  
far—we have it all 

right here! Whatever 
you are looking  
for, you’ll find an 
amazing variety  
of stores in the  
Upper Valley.  

Do your shopping 
and dining locally  

at these fine  
merchants.

A   
Fall 

Shopping 
Experience

http://www.loewenvtnh.com/
http://www.avagallery.org/
http://www.thebeverageking.com/
http://www.homecomfortwarehouse.com/


Tuckerbox
Quickly becoming the Upper Valley’s favorite 
place for big bold coffee as well as organic teas, 
small but yummy breakfasts, and lunch menu. 

South Main Street
White River Junction, VT
(802) 359-4041 
www.tuckerboxvermont.com 
Mon–Sat 7am–5pm 
Kitchen closes at 2pm

 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Lui Lui
Lui Lui in the PowerHouse Mall in West Lebanon offers 
the complete Italian family dining experience serving their 
homemade rolls and dippin’ oil as well as the freshest salads, 
pastas, and brick oven pizzas. Opening at 11:30am seven 
days a week. The menu offers larger size take-out options, 
great for business luncheons or large family  
dinners at home. Bring “La Famiglia” in for an  
authentic Italian feast! 

PowerHouse Plaza 
8 Glen Road, Suite 11 
West Lebanon, NH
(603) 298-7070
www.luilui.com

Just Paradise
A full-service salon focusing 
on the health and beauty of 
both you and the environment 
while making you feel special 
and pampered every time  
you visit.

443 Miracle Mile
Lebanon, NH
(603) 632-7997
Justparadisesalon.com

Wheelock Travel
Are you ready to go on vacation? With our more than 
20 years’ experience, you can call us for all your travel 
needs. We are passionate about travel and will make 
your vacation plans easy to deal with. We focus on all 
the details so you can focus on the fun! Call us today.

34 Opera House Square
Claremont, NH
(603) 543-0400
www.wheelocktravel.com 
sarah@wheelocktravel.com
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The Tip Top Café
Be sure to try the local favorites when you stop 
here—the Pork and Ginger Meatloaf or Panko 
Crusted Day Boat Flounder are both well worth 
the trip.

85 North Main Street
White River Junction, VT
(802) 295-3312
www.tiptopcafevermont.com 
Tue–Sat Lunch 11:30am–2pm  
Dinner 5–9pm

Stateline Sports
The Upper Valley’s premiere sporting goods  
store, providing unmatched quality, service and 
selection of athletic clothing, equipment, footwear 
and swimwear for the entire family since 1983.  

22 Bridge Street
West Lebanon, NH
(603) 298-8090 
Follow us on 
Mon–Fri 9am–6pm 
Sat 9am–5pm

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

A   
Fall 

Shopping  
Experience... 
shop and dine  

locally!

Energy Emporium
We are your renewable energy experts  
providing design, installation, maintenance,  
and consulting services for solar hot water,  
solar electric (grid-tie or off-grid), wood  
gasification, hybrid heating systems, wind  
and water turbines.

78 Main Street
Enfield, NH
(603) 632-1263
www.energyemp.com
E-mail: info@energyemp.com
Tue–Fri 10am–5pm
Sat (not in winter) 10am–2pm

King Arthur Flour
Fall means apples, foliage, and a visit to the 
King Arthur Flour store, bakery, and café. 
We’re expanding and rebuilding our campus, 
but don’t worry—we’re open and baking on 
our normal schedule. Enjoy our café selection 
of fresh-brewed hot beverages, sandwiches, 
salads, and soups, delicious bakery treats, 
plus everything you need for your very best 
fall baking.

135 Route 5 South, Norwich, VT
(802) 649-3361
www.kingarthurflour.com/ourstore
Mon–Fri 7:30am–6pm
Sat 8:30am–6pm
Sun 8:30am–4pm
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http://www.kingarthurflour.com/ourstore
http://www.tiptopcafevermont.com/
http://www.energyemp.com/
http://www.statelinesports.com/
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http://www.lovesbeddingandfurniture.com/
http://northernmotorsport.blogspot.com/


4 •

S T O RY  A N D  P H O T O S  B Y  V I C K I  B E AV E R

P R O V I D I N G  A N 

E V O L U T I O N  I N 

E D U C AT I O NRainforestEncounters
“Don’t touch its back. It breathes through its back,” echoes through the 
young crowd under the tent canopy as the small group of kids watches a 
White’s tree frog from Australia pass from one open hand to another.

Shawn O’Neill of Rainforest Encounters orchestrates the smooth 
interaction between children and amphibian as he introduces his 
collection of critters at Kids Fest in Newport, New Hampshire. His 
ability to calm the uneasy and steady the exuberant is balanced with 
his care and precaution for everyone involved. His passion for reptiles, 
amphibians, and other animals is contagious, and it’s reflected in the 
faces around him.

Hands-on Animal Education
Based in Newport, Rainforest Encounters offers educational, hands-
on animal programs at schools, birthday parties, and other events 
and gatherings. Their goal is to introduce children as well as adults to 
misunderstood or maligned animals that live locally and around the 
world and to educate their audiences about them.

Rainforest Encounters has reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates, 
including tarantulas, Madagascar hissing cockroaches, scorpions, 
geckos, bearded dragons, tortoises, lizards, an albino corn snake, 
pythons, and a nine-foot red-tail boa constrictor. Each program is an 
interactive presentation. The animals are introduced one at a time, and 
everyone gets a chance to hold them, ask questions, and hear stories and 
interesting facts about them.

While parents bring their children for this special experience, 
O’Neill finds he’s usually surrounded by just as many adults. “They get 
right in there and get just as excited,” he says. 4
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A bearded dragon. Above: A first-time snake handler meets an albino 
corn snake through a Rainforest Encounters event. 

Rainforest
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A Man and a Mission
O’Neill started Rainforest Encounters because of his 
interest in reptiles and other animals, but a more compelling 
passion was the catalyst for its creation: to expose children 
to some of the animals they would otherwise grow up 
fearing and misunderstanding. “Without exposure, kids 
have an inherent fear and think that these things are evil and 
they’re going to hurt them,” says O’Neill. “I try to show 
kids that they’re harmless, and hopefully they’ll respect 
them. When you don’t have exposure to these animals, you 
may always have a fear of them.” He reassures his audience 
that they are not here to harm people.

Part of every presentation is devoted to explaining how 
each of these under-appreciated critters plays a beneficial 
role in the habitat where it lives and in the ecosystem. 
“Everything plays a part in the global ecosystem, even 
the little hissing cockroach. Without them, this world 
would be uninhabitable,” says O’Neill. “They actually 
benefit us. Cockroaches and lots of other insects help break 
down decaying matter under trees in the rainforest, which 
stores most of the carbon dioxide produced. If they didn’t 
break down all that waste, eventually tree roots would be 
smothered and the trees would die. That would severely 
affect the human race. It’s not just the animals you’re 
looking out for. If something happens to them, it’s going to 
affect us all.”  4

Shawn O’Neill shares his critters with excited participants in Newport. 

A geochelone sulcata tortoise.

A Savannah monitor lizard.

A ball python. A Chilean rose-haired tarantula.
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Shawn O’Neill shares his critters with excited participants in Newport. 

A Chilean rose-haired tarantula.

http://www.taylor-palmeragency.com/
http://www.weathersfieldinn.com/
http://www.hanoverchamber.org/business.php?id=241
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Paying It Forward
Pet-store staff can offer a wealth of knowledge, says O’Neill, but while they know a lot 
about dogs, cats, birds, and some reptiles, they may not have the in-depth knowledge 
that a new snake or frog owner might require in order to keep his pet healthy and happy. 
O’Neill offers consultations for people who need advice after they have purchased an 
unusual pet. Many times, these pet purchases are the results of “impulse buys,” and 
people may end up with an animal they don’t really know how to keep healthy; it can be 
difficult to know how to tell whether the animal is doing well or not.

The absolute last thing O’Neill advises doing is releasing any pet into the wild. 
Entire ecosystems can be devastated by the release of non-native species that become 
unwanted pets. Instead, contact him and tell him what you have. If he can take the 
animal, he’ll even come to your house and pick it up. He will rescue most reptiles, 
amphibians, and invertebrates, with the exception of venomous animals.

When owners of unusual pets go on vacation, they may have trouble finding pet-
sitting services for their critters. O’Neill can help there, too; he offers snake sitting and 
more at his place or yours.

Shawn O’Neill raises his son and daughters to respect all animals. 

http://www.longacresnurserycenter.com/
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Rainforest Encounters
Newport, NH

(603) 843-8067
www.rainforestencounters.com

Worthy of Respect and  
Admiration
We owe many modern medical advances 
to nature and animals. The White’s tree 
frog, for example, is saving people’s lives. 
All frogs have a secretion as a defense 
mechanism, and scientists have found 
a way to reproduce the secretion of the 
White’s tree frog for use in blood pressure 
medication.

Most amphibians breathe and drink 
water through their skins. At Rainforest 
Encounters, people wash their hands and 
rinse them well before and after handling 
the animals. Any residue of soap or 
chemicals left on hands can be absorbed 
by amphibians’ skin. These may then 
enter an animal’s blood stream and be fatal 
to the animal.

The best thing you can do if you find 
a wild animal is to leave it alone. Take 
pictures and enjoy watching it, but don’t 
try to touch or catch it. Snake populations 
in New England and amphibian 
populations almost everywhere have 
declined rapidly over the past couple of 
decades.

At the Kids Fest, O’Neill holds out 
one of the pythons to the slightly cringing 
crowd and explains that the snake’s skin is 
not slimy—a common belief. With a little 
encouragement, even the most tentative 
hand reaches out and lightly touches the 
beautiful, scaly skin. “It’s soft!” someone 
exclaims. •

A handful of harmless hissing cockroaches 
captivates the crowd.

http://www.barreelectric.com/
http://artcareappraisals.com/
http://drdonnareed.com/shop/apple-tree-opticians
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s t o r y  a n d  p h o t o s  b y 
v i c k i  b e a v e r  &  e r i c  c a r r

what’s instore

Hubert’s Family Outfitters
it’s all about family—and community

Marking the milestones of your business’s growth based on the ages of your 
children may not be what they teach in business school. But it’s on this solid 

foundation of family and community that the Huberts have enjoyed success for 
decades with their family-owned and family-operated stores. 4
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Opposite: Hubert’s 
clothes play as hard 
as your children. 
Above and left: 
Whether off to 
school or out on the 
field, Hubert’s is the 
perfect solution. Far 
left: Hubert’s has 
fashions for your 
whole family, even 
the youngest.



A No-Frills Approach
Described as “plain, not flashy,” 
Hubert’s Family Outfitters offers the 
whole spectrum of casual, sporting, 
outdoor, and work clothing for men, 
women, and children. Carhartt, The 
North Face, Columbia, Prana, Patago-
nia, Royal Robbins, Roxy, Billabong, and 
Mountain Hardwear are some of the 
popular brands filling the racks.

From a five-and-dime store purchased 
by Tom and Hannelore Hubert in 
Newport in 1972, the business has 
grown to six stores in Newport, Clare-
mont, New London, Lebanon, Woods-
ville, and Peterborough.

Tom and Hannelore’s son, Guenter 
Hubert, and his wife Kathy took over the 
business in 1985 and were soon joined 
by Guenter’s brother, Tom, and Kathy’s 
sister, Linda, with the opening of the 
Claremont store in 1990.Together they 
raised the business alongside their 
families to the thriving enterprise it  
is today.

      what’s in
store
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The third generation is comprised of 14 
youthful Huberts already working in the 
stores unloading freight, cleaning the 
warehouse, prepping for tent sales, and 
working retail (and occasionally modeling 
merchandise). As Kathy puts it, the kids 
grew up within the business, not in spite of 
it. “We connect the stages of growth with 
what babies we had to mark the years,” a 
smiling Kathy points out.

Value & Values
The Huberts live and work in their commu-
nity, and they know what their friends and 
family are wearing. By paying attention, 
they have learned that most people in the 
area want good quality merchandise and 
are willing to pay for it as long as the price 
is fair.

“We were smart and we were practical,” 
says Guenter, explaining part of the reason 
for their success, “but every 10 years we hit 
a bubble.” And each time they made smart 
moves to adapt to those challenges, like 
opening new stores, closing others, and 
changing merchandise in a choreography 
determined by listening to their customers. 
Creating interesting stores stocked with 
mid class brands—not too high-end but not 
entry level either—fills a niche the Huberts 
noticed a need for.

The Huberts also do a lot of their own 
work. Being hands-on owners means they 
can keep their overhead low and pass the 
savings on to their customers. Guenter’s 
latest project is updating all the fluorescent 
lights to more efficient lighting in every 
store. This alone, he predicts, will save 
$8,000 in electrical costs and offset rising 
energy rates. Smart moves like this help 
keep them in business year after year.

Giving Back to the Community
The Huberts involve themselves and their 
business in the community, and they 
attribute much of their success to these 
important connections. They’ve seen how 
big corporations take a lot out of the 
community and don’t give back, and they 
know that a healthy community makes for 
healthy businesses. 4

Left: Find the hottest styles like Quiksilver, 
Fox, Element, and more at prices you can 
afford. Right: Carhartt clothing is as rugged 
as you are. Hubert’s has the largest selection 
in the Upper Valley plus lots of sturdy boots.



72 i m a g e  •  Fall 2011

      what’s in
store

For example, the Huberts believe in 
working with small, local banks instead of big 
national corporations. New England has its 
own unique microclimate, different from the 
rest of the country, and the Huberts have 
found that national banks don’t understand 
local businesses the way local banks do. 
“They value what we value,” states Guenter. 

As longtime funders of and participants in 
town revitalization projects, local arts 
programs, social services, and economic 
planning groups, the Huberts give back to the 
communities where they have stores. The 
Claremont Opera House and the historic 
Brown Block in Claremont, the New London 
Barn Playhouse, the Richards Library, and the 
historic Eagle Block in Newport are a few of 
the recipients of their support. Kathy, Guenter, 
and Tom also work to make improvements in 
areas of personal interest—waste manage-
ment and recycling issues and fish and game 
programs, respectively. And their large 
families keep them involved in local school 
and athletic programs.

An Extended Family
Most of all, the Huberts care about family—
whether related by blood, marriage, or W2. 
There’s a core of long-term employees, 
general managers, and office staff that form 
the backbone of the business. “I think our 
employees are the best. They always have 
suggestions; they’re dedicated and loyal, and 
they work really hard,” Kathy says. “They’ve 
been through thick and thin with us. We 
couldn’t ask for anything better. They take 
ownership of our business and treat it like it’s 
their own. They’re family.”

With Hubert’s, inclement weather isn’t a problem. 
The stores have everything to keep you warm  
and dry. Below: The latest young fashions.
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As far as the next generation of 
Huberts carrying on the family 
tradition of running the stores, who 
knows? Right now some of them are 
headed to college while others are 
still here in school and helping with 
the stores. The main long-term 
goals of the Huberts are to keep 
moving forward, create more stores, 
and continue doing good business 
in the community they love. •

Hubert’s  
Family Outfitters 

www.hubertstores.com

410 Miracle Mile
Lebanon, NH

(603) 448-6551

354 Washington Street
Claremont, NH
(603) 542-8882

219 County Road
New London, NH

(603) 526-4032

46-54 Main Street
Newport, NH

(603) 863-2234

35 Central Street
Woodsville, NH
(603) 747-3220

19 Wilton Road
Peterborough, NH

(603) 567-4130

http://www.hubertstores.com/
http://www.blancbailey.com/
http://www.cioffredi.com/
http://www.mmexcavating.com/
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NEW LONDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

U
nlike those of many small 
towns, New London’s 
Historical Society is more 
than a room with a few 
old documents and 

musty, dusty artifacts—much more. Set 
in a field just up the road from Little 
Lake Sunapee, this Historical Society 
boasts an entire village with a meeting-
house, blacksmith shop, general store, 
and more.

Piece by Piece
Led by Maude Swift, the New London Historical 
Society was founded in 1954 by a group of 
townspeople eager to preserve their town’s history 
and historic buildings and educate future genera-
tions. They began by collecting memorabilia and 
documents but took a decided turn in a new 
direction in the early ’60s, when Mrs. Swift 
donated one of her many antique houses near 
Pleasant Lake.

Now known as Elkins, the area at the foot of 
Pleasant Lake was commonly called Scytheville in 
the mid 1800s. With waterpower from a series of 
dams, it was an industrial hub and home to the 
New London Scythe Company. Mrs. Swift’s 1835 
Cape Cod style house had originally been a home 
for scythe factory employees. Next, a generous 
donation of open farmland was given to the 
society, and the house and its foundation were 
broken down into sections and carefully carted up 
the hill to the field on Little Sunapee Road. With 
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great attention to detail, volunteers lovingly reconstructed the 
granite foundation and house. Fully furnished with period 
pieces, Scytheville House is a wonderful example of restoration 
and preservation at its best. The society’s first major project set 
a high standard of excellence for the rest of the village.

After Scytheville House, additional buildings followed. 
Throughout New London, pieces of the town’s history were 
dismantled and reassembled on Little Sunapee Road. A few of 
the buildings are new construction but built according to mid 
19th-century designs. The Meeting House is modeled after a 
building in Wayne, Maine. Extreme care was taken to faithfully 
replicate the design and workmanship.4

From far left: Colby, 
Greenwood & Seaman’s 
General Store. Violins in 
Claude Goings Violin & 
Carriage Shop. Longtime 
supporter, member, 
and volunteer Ade 
Lauridsen spinning at the 
holiday party. Entrance 
on Little Sunapee 
Road (Route 114) with 
Scytheville House in the 
background.
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The Village Scout
If Maude Swift was the godmother of the New 
London Historical Society, then Laurids “Bud” 
Lauridsen was the godfather. An antique dealer 
and restorer, Bud traveled all over New England 
sweet-talking potential donors, collecting, and 
learning. His daughter Laurie remembers, “It’s a 
small town, and there wasn’t a lot to do when 
we were kids. Among other things, Dad 
collected old cars. After dinner, we’d hop in the 
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Model A and drive around the back roads. Dad would 
spot an old building and add it to his list. Later, he’d go 
back and try to convince the owner to donate it. More 
often than not, he was successful.” Laurie continues, “We 
nicknamed him Wheels because he was always on the 
road. He’d scout out early American collectibles, furniture, 
coaches, and sleighs. He also made several trips to Old 
Sturbridge Village. His goal was to create a similar but 
smaller version, and he wanted to learn as much as he 
could.”

Thanks to the dedication of Maude, Bud, and the 
society’s countless volunteers and donors, the village 
currently includes 14 antique and replica houses and 
barns. Fulfilling the society’s goals to open a window on 
the past, to preserve, and to educate, each building is 
filled with authentic furniture, tools, and decorations. 
The society’s textile collection is highlighted in Almira’s 

Far left, from top: 
Scytheville House, 
Griffin Barn, hay 
wagon in front 
of Phillip’s Barn. 
Center: Carriage 
and Crockett’s 
Dairy milk wagon in 
the Transportation 
Museum. Vintage 
kitchenware. Above: 
Pleasant Street 
School House.

Special Events at New  
London Historical Society

September 17—Main Street, New London
Take a narrated walk along New London’s upper Main Street, meet 
characters from New London’s past, and see where they lived and 
worked. Rain date: September 24.

October 1—Old Home Day
Celebrate the harvest with a fun day for the entire family with  
19th-century games, hearthside cooking, weaving, and spinning. 
Visit the antique carriages and fire equipment, do a little shopping 
at the general store, and more!

December 4—Holiday Open House
Kick off the holidays with a step back in time. Enjoy a home-
grown small-town holiday with strolling musicians and mini 
concerts. There are crafts for the kids, cooking, and weaving  
and spinning demonstrations. Stock up on holiday baked goods  
at the General Store and get the jump on your Christmas shopping 
at the silent auction.

http://www.gentledentalcare.com/home.html
http://claremontparks.com/fallfestival.aspx
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Parlor. Typical of many rural women, 
Almira Williams and her mother ran a 
millinery and fancy goods business 
out of their parlor. From kitchen tools 
in the Scytheville House to violins in 
progress at Claude Goings Violin & 
Carriage Shop, visitors get a glimpse 
of life in the mid 1800s. Special 
exhibits of antique quilts, hooked 
rugs, or other collections are on 
display every summer. Board member 
and docent Debbie Hall loves taking 
groups through the village. “It’s a 
wonderful place to learn more than 
the facts and figures of history. The 

Top: A Gray Line Mount Washington sightseeing coach and the collection’s crown  
jewel—a Concord Coach. Above: Volunteers are on hand to greet visitors. 

village teaches us how people in  rural New 
Hampshire actually lived.”

Hands-On History
Her concern over the lack of knowledge 
and interest in history drove board member 
and history professor Dr. Sandra LeBeau to 
join the New London Historical Society. 
Proficiency in history is at an all-time low, 
but the village and the society’s special 
events can put families and children in 
touch with New London’s past. Sandra 
explains, “It is a wonderful place for 
children to explore. Every year the local 
fourth graders spend a day at the village. 

      in the
spotlight

http://www.boardandbasket.com/
http://www.powerhousemall.com/directory/directory.html
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They have a lesson in the old school-
house, they churn butter, they see 
the fire engines in action, and they 
get a taste of 19th-century cooking.”

For many, old and young alike, the 
highlight of the tour is the society’s 
collection of antique coaches, 
carriages, and sleighs. This splendid 
collection is housed in the transpor-
tation building. The modern exhibit 
hall has a temperature- and humidity-
controlled environment and enough 
space to display most of the society’s 
vehicle collection.

The centerpiece of that collection 
is the Concord Coach. Built by the 
Abbott-Downing Company of 
Concord, New Hampshire, it had its 
first run between Hopkinton and 
Concord in 1874. Later, it brought 
summer visitors from the railroad 
station at Potter Place to New 
London and back again. In addition 
to the Concord Coach, the collection 
includes a Gray Line sightseeing 
stagecoach, fire engines, and New 
Hampshire Governor Colby’s chaise.

A Labor of Love
The New London Historical Society 
has no paid employees. President 
Maggie Ford began volunteering six 
or seven years ago. When asked 
about her work with the society, she 
says, “The village is a real treasure. 

http://www.snowbuildingconstruction.com/
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/adrp/business/bios/cirone.pdf
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There is so much to see. It’s very 
engaging and just draws you in.” She 
continues, “There are about 70 active 
volunteers. We give our time as board 
members, as docents, or on the 
Tuesday Gang because we want to 
preserve and share our past. It is truly 
a labor of love.”

The Tuesday Gang, an all-volunteer 
crew, takes care of the village. Hank 
Otto, former board president, coordi-
nates the group. Hank explains, “There 
is always plenty to do, and you don’t 
have to be a master carpenter to join 
the Tuesday Gang. Every week 10 to 
15 gentlemen over 60 get together to 
repair, paint, and sweep as well as set 
up and take down exhibits. There is 
always something to do, but there is 
great camaraderie and we have a lot 
of fun together.” As an added incen-
tive to potential volunteers, says Hank, 
“We assign someone to bring muffins 
every week. Around 10 o’clock, we 
have a coffee break and a muffin.”

In addition to tours, the society 
hosts special events and lectures 
throughout the year. Old Home Day  
in October and the Holiday Open 
House in early December are perfect 
opportunities for a trip to the village. 
With a variety of demonstrations  
and activities, people of all ages will 
enjoy a window on the past and a 
fun-filled day. •

      in the
spotlight

 New London Historical Society
Little Sunapee Road , (Route 114 North)

(603) 526-6564 
www.newlondonhistoricalsociety.org

Open Sunday afternoons from 12:30 to 
3:30 Memorial Day weekend through 
Columbus Day weekend, plus Tuesday 
afternoons from 12:30 to 3:30 during 
July and August. Group tours by special 
arrangement. Selected facilities on the 
site are available for meetings, weddings, 
and other events.

http://www.deadriver.com/
http://www.tksports.com/


b y  s a r a  t u c k e r
p h o t o s  b y  j a c k  r o w e l l

realpeopleD’Ann  
  Calhoun Fago

a life in art

T
he first time I visited 
D’Ann Fago, in February 
2010, she invited me  
into her studio where  

her entire life was on display. 
Arranged around the room were 
watercolor images of the old  
farmhouse where three generations 
of her family currently live, dazzling 
abstracts and cityscapes inspired  
by the urban architecture of 
Manhattan, and portraits  
made in the  
Lexington,  
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Artist and writer 
D’Ann Calhoun Fago, 
93, in her Bethel, 
Vermont, studio.



82 i m a g e  •  Fall 2011

      real
people

82 i m a g e  •  Fall 2011

Kentucky, courtroom where, as a young art 
student, she practiced her drawing skills. The 
portrait of a migrant worker recalled a brief 
encounter when she was 12. The view from the 
west window of her Bethel, Vermont, studio was 
painted as she approached her 90th year. A nice 
young man named Paul had been going through 
her work, she said. There had been some talk of 
a show. 

I was there because of the snowdrifts. At 92, 
D’Ann had joined a writers’ group, and the 
pages that spilled from her desktop printer had 
accumulated around the studio in loose piles. 
Other pages were playing hide-and-seek on the 
hard drive of a chubby laptop. So, like the nice 
young man, I had offered my assistance.

Southern Beginnings
Dorothy Ann Calhoun was born in 1917 and 
raised in Lexington, Kentucky, the only child in a 
household that included two grandparents, a 
great-grandmother, and a butler named Charlie. 
Her grandfather was a deacon and a member of 
the Optimist Club. Her grandmother smoked 
Home Runs, voted for socialist candidate 
Norman Thomas, and had artistic friends. Her 
father scrambled to make a living, and her 
parents were often on the move. Her grandpar-
ents gave her love, stability, and a moral code.

She was an 18-year-old sophomore at the 
University of Kentucky, studying under modernist 
painter Edward Fisk, when she created a paint-
ing that she has carried with her ever since. 
Driving through town one day in her grandfa-
ther’s old Franklin, she found herself behind a 
pickup truck. Two men huddled there in the 
driving rain. Something about the tired workers’ 
slumped posture and apparent misery so moved 
her that she went up to her room that evening 
and began painting them. The men in the truck 
would become emblematic of a lifelong quest.

D’Ann graduated from the University of 
Kentucky in 1936 convinced that art and social-
ism could change the world. “I wanted to help 
mountain people use the skills they had to put 
food on the table,” she says. “I was interested in 
finding a way to use clay in a more commercial 

Getting by: Everyday people struggling through hard times are a theme of 
Calhoun Fago’s early work. In later years, she turned her eye on the Vermont 
landscape, its hills a reminder of her native Kentucky. Clockwise from top 
left: Bootlegger’s Daughter (oil, c. 1938), Gentleman from Poor Town (oil on 
masonite, c. 1938), Bronx Portrait (watercolor, c. 1989), View to the West from 
Studio Window (watercolor, c. 2000).



 www.uppervalleyimageonline.com •  83

sense, because these people were dirt 
poor, and the idea of working with 
native materials based on a tradition of 
craft made sense to me.” With that 
agenda, she hitchhiked south into 
Appalachia on a fact-finding mission. 
She was living and working with the 
famous Meader pottery family in Geor-
gia when word came from Lexington 
that it was time to get serious and 
resume her formal studies. It would be 
another 30 years before she put her 
research into practice a thousand miles 
to the north.

In New York City, she studied abstract 
painting with Stuart Davis at the New 
School, earned an MFA at Columbia 
University, and met Vincent Fago, the 
editor of Marvel Comics. After the 
couple’s two children were born, the 
family moved to Rockland County, then a 
haven for writers and artists. “Then they 
built the Tappan Zee Bridge,” D’Ann 
recalls, “and that totally destroyed the 
community.”

On to Vermont
The move to Bethel coincided with the 
back-to-the-land movement of the 1960s 
and ’70s. As the director of the Vermont 
Arts and Crafts Service, a state agency, 
D’Ann finally had the platform she 
needed to help artists and craftspeople 
earn a livelihood from their work. 
“D’Ann knew who to talk to for money, 
for technical advice, for marketing 
expertise,” remembers Victoria Fraser, 
former director of the Shelburne Spin-
ners, a cooperative of that era. In 1977, 
the agency was wiped out in a wave of 
budget cuts; D’Ann was crushed. By 
then, the Arts and Crafts Service had 
infiltrated 450 public schools and 
Windsor Prison, and her belief in art as 
an instrument of social change was as 
strong as ever. But a cynical wind was 

A Team Roofing
ad to come

http://www.a-teamroofing.net/
http://hop.dartmouth.edu/
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blowing, and with the loss of her 
job, she went back to her studio to 
reconnoiter.

The next decade would be one 
of her most creative; in her 70s, she 
explored her relationship to her 
adopted home in a series of vivid 
watercolors. At the same time, she 
wrote a collection of profiles of 
Vermonters that culminated in the 
publication of two books, Valley 
Portraits and A Diversity of Gifts: 
Vermont Women at Work. At age 90 
she was still working in her studio 
almost every day.

An Exhibit in Montpelier
The nice young man whose visit 
preceded mine turned out to be the 
artist Paul Gruhler. His mission: to 
assemble a retrospective of D’Ann’s 
work for the state curator’s office. 
We met on October 5, 2010, when 
D’Ann Calhoun Fago: A Life in Art 
opened at the Governor’s Office 
gallery in Montpelier. The 15 works 
that lined the walls of the gover-
nor’s outer sanctum—ID required, 
no photos please—spanned 75 
years. The most recent, a penciled 
landscape, was created shortly 
before the artist turned 90, when 
she was still taking daily walks 
through the woods and fields. But 
the size of the gallery had necessi-
tated some painful decisions: the 
portrait of the migrant worker was 
there, but the men in the truck 
hadn’t made the final cut, despite 
the artist’s passionate lobbying on 
their behalf.

Governor Jim Douglas made a 
speech that day. I don’t remember 
what he said. I do remember 
D’Ann’s response. Regally seated in 
a wheelchair borrowed for the 
occasion, she smiled sweetly up at 
the governor and said in the gentle 
dialect of her native Lexington, “It’s 
an honor to be hung in your 
gallery.”

      real
people

http://www.gatewaymotors.com/
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On a wintry afternoon a few 
months later, D’Ann stepped up to 
a podium at the Chandler Gallery in 
Randolph and read “Feudin’ 
Country,” a piece about her year as 
a teacher in the Kentucky moun-
tains, the experience that had 
launched her Appalachian trek. In 
1936, the best restaurant in Jackson 
was the bus station, the best 
entertainment the county court-
house, and one of the few places to 
shop was the drugstore, which sold 
aspirin and ammunition. “The first 
time I went into my crowded 
classroom,” D’Ann read, “one of 
the young men had his Colt .45 laid 
across the desk. Students were 
supposed to check their weapons at 
the president’s office, so I was a 
little surprised and not at all 
happy—nor was he when I insisted 
he take it down to the office 
immediately.” 

The reading was part of a 
presentation by the Hale Street 
Gang, a dozen members of the 
Randolph Senior Center who had 
been writing their life stories (see 

The view at 80: The Bethel farmhouse 
and its environs are a frequent subject 
of the artist’s later works. Above is 
Old Barn (watercolor, 2001).

http://www.thenewlondoninn.com/
http://www.perryoil.com/wp/
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Image, fall 2010). An exhibit of their work, 
with photography by Jack Rowell, had 
made its way to Chandler from the 
Vermont State House and the Vermont 
Folklife Center in Middlebury. For D’Ann, 
the Chandler event was a personal 
triumph in more ways than one, bringing 
together the strands of a long and 
interesting life. The other half of the dual 
exhibit was A Life in Art, the 15 works that had hung in the governor’s 
gallery—plus one: a painting of two slumped figures in the back of a 
truck, begun on a rainy night in Lexington when the artist was 18. •

      real
people

Art with a conscience: Workers on the Way Home in the Rain (oil, 
1935), painted when the artist was a student at the University of 
Kentucky, has become emblematic of a life dedicated to both art 
and social justice. Above: Calhoun Fago with writer Sara Tucker.

D’Ann Calhoun Fago: A Retrospective of Work will open in January at AVA Gallery 
and Art Center in Lebanon, NH. Curated by Paul Gruhler, the exhibit spans 75 years and 
includes watercolors, charcoal, and pencil drawings, and works in other media. The 
Hale Street Gang: Portraits in Writing, by photographer Jack Rowell and the Vermont 
Folklife Center, will be shown concurrently in AVA’s E.N. Wennberg Gallery; the exhibit 
features the work of Calhoun Fago and 11 other memoirists. Both exhibits run from 
January 13 to February 10. Info: (603) 448-3117.

http://www.springfieldvt.com/apple-festival.htm
http://www.wiseoftheuppervalley.org/volunteer
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http://www.mcgray-nichols.com/
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Shop New London for fine 
gifts, dining, and services.

Keep it local!
 

Ellie’s Café & Deli
Come in to try everything we have to offer! Whether it’s break-
fast, lunch, or dinner, we focus on providing the highest quality 
food—always made from scratch and with local ingredients—to 
order. All our coffees are roasted locally as well, and are all 
organic and fair trade. Come in to relax here at Ellie’s and let the 
friendly staff serve you in small-town ambience!

207 Main Street, New London, NH
(603) 526-2488
http://elliescafeanddeli.com 
Sun 8am–3pm, Mon 7am–3pm, Tue–Sat 7am–9pm

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

New London Opticians
Family owned for over 35 years, New London Opticians offers  
reliable and prompt quality service. Visit our convenient location  
for eye exams (insurances accepted) and to check out our large 
selection of fashion eyewear and polarized sunglasses, both  
prescription and non-prescription, along with accessories.

3 Colonial Place, New London, NH
(603) 526-6990
Mon, Tue & Fri 9am–5pm  
Wed & Sat 9am–noon  
Thurs 9am–7pm

Sage’s Interiors
A full-service interior design company serving New England 
for over 22 years. Listening to our clients is our specialty. We 
offer professional advice to help bring together your tastes, your 
budget, and the unique opportunities of your home.

210 Main Street, New London, NH 
(603) 526-2121, www.sagesinteriors.com
Mon–Fri 9am–4pm; Sat by appointment

The Lemon Twist
Something new is coming—Animal 
Instincts by Madison Hill. Microfiber 
vest and travel stretch pants in sizes 
small through extra large. The Lemon 
Twist offers tasteful unique clothes for 
women, men, and children.

406 Main Street
New London, NH
(603) 526-2555
Mon–Sat 9:30am–5:30pm
Sun 11am–4pm
www.lemontwist.com
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http://www.sageinteriors.com/
http://www.elliescafeanddeli.com/
http://www.lemontwist.com/
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New London Upholstery
We specialize in custom upholstery of furniture  
including window seats and pillows. Many fabric  
selections are available.

75 Newport Road, Unit 7, New London, NH
(603) 526-9498

Vessels and Jewels
A craft gallery and studio carrying over 100 artisans from across 
New England and the US. Vessels & Jewels is a unique destination 
for those who appreciate fine art and craft. Stop by the gallery for 
great gifts and pieces for the home, or visit our open studio and 
talk with printmaker Peter Ensign.
207 Main Street, New London, NH  
(603) 526-8902
www.vesselsandjewels.com 
peterandrachel@vesselsandjewels.com 
Mon–Sat 10am–6pm, Sun 10am–3pm 
Closed on Tuesday

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Hole in the Fence Café
Fresh salads, delicious sandwiches, 
wraps and paninis, and soup made 
from scratch. Hand-tossed thin-crust 
pizza available by the slice. Fair trade 
gourmet coffee and espresso made with local grass-fed 
dairy, a fine selection of beer and wine, tea and smoothies, 
and live music, all in a quaint, comfortable cafe atmosphere! 
Free Wi-Fi available.

420 Main Street
New London, NH
(603) 526-6600
www.holeinthefencecafe.com
Mon–Sat 11am–9pm, Sun 11am–3pm

SMART Physical Therapy
SMART Physical Therapy provides “hands-on” patient 
care, advanced clinical techniques based on the latest 
research, and a patient-centered approach that treats 
the person, not the diagnosis. We are experts in treat-
ing chronic pain, spinal conditions, headaches and jaw 
pain, and sports injuries.

11 Pleasant Street in the Kidder Building
New London, NH 
(603) 526-7627
http://smartptnh.com
Mon–Thu 6:30am–7:30pm
Fri 6:30am–5pm and weekends by appointment

http://www.smartptnh.com/index.php?option=com_contact&view=contact&id=2&Itemid=56
http://holeinthefencecafe.com/
http://vesselsandjewels.com/
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Mead?

Shortly after Nichole Wolfgang and Mark 
Simakaski opened Artesano, their family-owned 
meadery on Route 302 in Groton, Vermont, they 
checked off the final item on their then-latest to 
do list: establish their own small business, making 
mead—honey wine—in a place that met certain 
requirements. Their selection of Groton was 
the outcome of another, very specific checklist, 
one they had started a few years earlier in South 
America (more about that later).4
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Except for the Artesano signs, the former Groton General Store still looks 
like a general store from the outside. Visitors enter with curiosity and encounter 
a demonstration beehive with a glass wall that reveals the bee activity inside. 
They can sample and purchase traditional or seasoned mead, request a tour of the 
meadery, and afterwards relax at a café table to enjoy Artesano’s handcrafted ice 
cream, sold at the takeout window. Around the walls, well-displayed local arts and 
crafts are for sale.

The production area, visible through glass doors at the rear, contains large 
steel tanks designed by Mark with Nichole’s stamp of approval; both are chemical 
engineers. Barrels of local honey, from their own hives and those of other Vermont 
beekeepers, line the walls. One need only ask for a tour to get a description of the 
fermenting process.

http://www.vittrattigan.com/
http://www.rails-vt.com/
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Modern wine-making equipment lines  
the walls in the production area.

Making a Plan
The owners, both originally from 
Pennsylvania, met as students at 
Drexel University in Philadelphia, 
married after graduation, and are now 
parents of two small sons, following 
years of hard work and adventure—
and making checklists. When they 
graduated, their goal was to find 
lucrative chemical engineering jobs, 
then take a “midlife sabbatical.” 
Most members of their family were 
skeptical, but Mark’s mother, who 
had planned to travel in Europe upon 
retirement, became terminally ill right 
after she retired. She was never able 
to make that trip, but she encouraged 
Mark and Nichole to see the world and 
enjoy their lives fully. They decided 
to work hard for about 10 years, save 
and invest, and then sell everything 
and move to another country and 
experience another culture. 4

http://www.savespets.com/
http://www.junctionframeshop.com/
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Mark headed for work near Manhattan as a manufacturer’s representative selling chemical 
and water treatment equipment from his New Jersey office. When Nichole graduated the next 
year, she became a consultant to pharmaceutical companies, improving processes in clinical 
trials. Both jobs required travel. “We had to make dates to see each other,” they say, even 
though they owned their own house and enjoyed a hobby together—keeping bees in their New 
Jersey backyard. In 2005, after 11 years of hard-driving work, they ticked off the item that 
would start the next step of their plan: sell everything—house, cars, and belongings—and join 

http://www.lebanonfloral.com/
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the Peace Corps. “We were free! And we 
left on the Fourth of July!” they say, “Our 
real Independence Day.” As a married 
couple, they would travel together to 
their next destination, Paraguay, to teach 
beekeeping.

The Adventure Begins
“All we took were our bee suits, hive tools, 
books—especially our copy of The Hive 
and the Honeybee, art stuff (for Nichole), 
and camping equipment. If we had to do 
it over again, we wouldn’t take so much.” 
They had learned Spanish in their Peace 
Corps training and were assigned to a 
village in the Chaco, a desert region where 
all the plants are spiny and where sesame, 
a tall plant, is grown locally. The village, 
San Antonio, had only 150 people. The 
couple taught beekeeping to three local 
men—2 percent of the entire population—
and carried out their goals, in accordance 
with Peace Corps’ goals: to learn about an 
international culture in which the people 
would in turn learn about Americans, and 
to help the local people with skills. They 
learned a little of the local Guarani, an 

Artesano found a home in Groton’s former 
general store.

http://www.topdrawerboutique.com/
http://www.montshire.org/
http://www.topstitchinc.com/index.html
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American Indian indigenous language, 
though the official language is Spanish. 
Alongside their students, they 
experimented with making mead, a 
“value added” product for beekeepers, 
and it turned out well. Then, to their 
next checklist, they added “think 
about starting a mead business.”

When it was time to leave the Peace 
Corps, they explored South America, 
lived for six months in Northern 
Patagonia, and experimented with 
foods they had never eaten before, 
including iguana, paloma (dove), and 
tapir. They thrived in the Andes, 
hiking, camping, and rock climbing. 
Then they moved to Buenos Aires, 
where Mark enrolled in chef school for 
six months while Nichole trained at 
the Museum of Fine Arts, studying life 
drawing and watercolors.

How did they manage to live 
without an income? “Argentina was 
cheap, and we had sold our New 
Jersey house at the top of the market,” 
Mark says. They managed with part 
of the money they made from 1994 
to 2005. When it was time to return 
home, they had one more adventure 
in mind: riding their bicycles from 
Buenos Aires as far north as possible, 
through Uruguay and into Bolivia, 
1,200 miles in 10 weeks. From La Paz, 
they took buses to Machu Picchu and 
Lima, along with Mark’s father and 
his neighbor, who had met them in La 
Paz. They all flew home together from 
Lima.

Settling in Vermont
Their new checklist included their 
specifications for a place to settle 
down. It had to have four seasons, 
mountains, not be too distant from a 
city, offer outdoor activities, and have 
a relaxed atmosphere. They narrowed 
the list to Idaho, the Pacific Northwest, 
Colorado, and New England. After 

The observation hive gives Mark and 
Nichole a chance to teach visitors 
about honeybees.

http://www.brownsautoandmarine.com/
http://www.colonialpharmacy.com/
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visits out West, they were won over by 
Montpelier, Vermont, when they watched 
people on an art tour encounter the annual 
Naked Bike Ride on a Montpelier street. 
They started looking around at real estate.

The old Groton General Store had been 
handsomely renovated and was available. 
Nichole and Mark had a new business 
location and a new checklist: establish 
the mead business, buy a house to live in, 
and start a family. In the spring of 2011, 
Nichole and Mark welcomed their second 

son, who joined his two-year-old brother. 
Today they keep up to 20 beehives and 
buy additional honey from other Vermont 
beekeepers.

Selling ice cream, their first venture, 
preceded mead sales. Just for fun they had 
taken a Penn State ice cream course, which 
had been started 119 years earlier for dairy 
farmers looking for products using their 
milk—more “value added.” The couple 
sells five or six flavors of ice cream at a 
time, but they’ve developed nearly 40 kinds 

including cardamom and spicy Thai peanut 
ice cream.

Mead sales were launched after much 
experimentation in 2010—first traditional 
mead, and over time, six other varieties 
spiced with Vermont fruits and other 
flavorings. Artesano mead is available at 
stores and restaurants listed on their web 
page, www.artesanomead.com, and from 
the Groton General Store where customers 
also stand in line for—you guessed it—
honey ice cream. •

Artesano
1334 Scott Highway

Route 302
Groton, VT

(802) 584-9000
www.artesanomead.com

http://www.robtappen.com/
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active
life

the buzz on electric bikes

you’ve got the power

Have you heard about the new electric bikes? Stop by 
Village Sports in New London or Golf & Ski Ware-
house in West Lebanon and check them out! 

John Kiernan, owner of Village Sports, carries the 
Torker brand bike in his shop. The bike is extremely 
easy to operate, surprisingly light, and zooms up to a 
comfortable 18 mph. So who’s buying this bike? “The 
customer base seems quite broad,” John says. “We sell 
electric bikes to people in their twenties and to those 
in their eighties. The largest customer group is active 
middle-aged folks.”

Sturdy, 
lightweight 
aluminum 
frames.

Sturdy, double-
wall alloy rims 
with stainless steel 
spokes.

Removable fenders 
and chain guards to 
keep you clean in 
any weather.

Comfortable saddle.

Sturdy carrier, perfect for 
groceries, books, packages, 
and laptops.

torker model t-450e hybrid

Reasons for purchasing electric bikes are as varied as the 
people who by them, according to John. “I think the main 
reasons to consider buying one are for a unique riding ex-
perience, to get motivated to bike more, staying fit, saving 
money, and the satisfaction of making a forward-thinking 
purchase.”

The electric bike is similar to other bikes with pedals, 
wheels, and a drive train, but it also has an electric-assist 
motor in the front hub, complete with a lithium ion bat-
tery for power. The typical bike carries a charge for two 
continuous hours or up to 40 miles and can be recharged 

b y  c h a d  d e n n i n g



Far left: 
Beautiful English 
countryside.  
Left: A quaint, tiny 
village in the heart 
of England.  
Below: A unique 
and comfortable 
B&B and pub.

The Back-Roads 
scheduled tours 
are designed 
to be a balance 
between visiting 
well-known sites 
and locations 
and taking you 
to lesser-known 
gems via their 
7- or 16-seater 
Mercedes mini 
coaches.

Claremont Cycle Depot  
trek 7200+ 
12 Plains road 
claremont, nh 
(603) 542-bike 
www.claremontcycle.com

The Bike Hub  
Giant twist express & 
Freedom 
303 route 5 south 
norwich, Vt 
(802) 649-3200 
www.thebikehub.com

Village Sports, LLC  
torker model t-450e hybrid 
394 Main street 
new london, nh 
(603) 526-4948 
www.villagesportsllc.com

Golf & Ski Warehouse  
hebb model electro Glide 500 
& electro cruiser 700 
290 Plainfield road 
West lebanon, nh 
(603) 298-8282 
www.golfskiwarehouse.com

Puncture-
resistant 
tires with 
reflective 
sidewalls.

Powerful, quiet 
brushless DC 
motors.

Suspension front forks 
for a smoother ride 
(and motor protection).

Twist throttle for fast acceleration 
and power-override pedaling.

hebb model electro Glide 
500 & electro cruiser 700

in four to five hours on a normal 120v outlet. There 
are many different types of electric bikes on the market 
today, differentiated by design, weight, and purpose. 
Prices range from $1,000 to $2,200.

Golf & Ski Warehouse in West Lebanon carries 
electric bikes and features the Hebb product line. Store 
manager Nick Matulonis says, “These bikes are a great 
way to commute in this age of going green. People are 
saving gas, saving money, and having lots of fun.”  
Chris, a sales associate, agrees, saying, “The electric bike 
is an experience you will never forget!” •
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http://www.claremontcycle.com/
http://www.thebikehub.com/
http://www.golfskiwarehouse.com/
http://www.villagesportsllc.com/
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It’s

Apple
time

FAVORITE FALL DESSERTS

I love New England in the fall. The bright blue 
sky is the perfect backdrop for the fiery red and gold foliage. 
The air is crisp and clear, perfect for walking, hiking, or biking. 
There are harvest festivals and fairs to visit, antique shops to 
browse, and apples to pick.

When they were younger, I took my nieces and several of 
their friends apple picking. Spending a few hours on a farm is a 
great experience for young children. There was a corn maze, 
and the girls dashed through it—not once, not twice, but three 
times! They visited the horses and inspected a magnificent 
display of Halloween pumpkins and gourds. In constant motion, 
the girls were delightful dervishes, whirling in five different 
directions.

Eventually we headed into the orchard. The little girls 
dashed up and down the rows of trees, playing tag and climb-
ing up into the lower branches. They practiced juggling and 
had a wonderful time hurling rotten apples to see who could 
throw the farthest. Keeping track of the girls was a lot like 
herding cats.

Each of us finally managed to fill a bag or two with apples. 
Munching and giggling, we drove home with several pecks of 
Macoun and McIntosh apples. The fun continued when we 
headed into the kitchen. After some debate, the girls agreed I 
should bake them a pie. I sliced Macoun apples for my favorite 
rustic apple tart while the girls kept busy dipping crispy red 
Macs into a warm, sweet goo of melted caramels. Our cheeks 
were rosy from the crisp afternoon air, and our spirits were high. 
Soon the kitchen was warm and cozy with the scent of cinna-
mon, apples baking, and sweet caramel.

Enjoy apple season. Take a long walk through an orchard 
and pick a bushel or a peck. Once home, bake up a delicious 
old-fashioned crumble or pie and fill your kitchen with the 
fragrant perfume of apples and spice. Or maybe find a comfy 
armchair and curl up with a good book and a crispy apple in 
front of the fire. 4



102 i m a g e  •  Fall 2011

cooks’
corner

Rustic Apple Tart
Everyone has a favorite apple pie recipe.  

This is mine!
Serves 8

Ingredients 
2–4 Tbsp brown sugar
2 Tbsp all-purpose flour
Grated zest of half an orange
1⁄2 tsp cinnamon
1⁄4 tsp nutmeg
Pinch salt
4–5 Cortland, Macoun, or Granny Smith apples, cored, 
    peeled (optional), and thinly sliced
1 Tbsp Grand Marnier or Apple Jack
Flaky Pastry Dough (recipe follows)
2 Tbsp cold butter, cut into small pieces

Directions 
1. Preheat the oven to 400°.
2. Combine the brown sugar, flour, orange zest, 
cinnamon, nutmeg, and salt in a small bowl.
3. Put the apples in a large bowl and toss with Grand 
Marnier. Add the brown sugar mixture and toss to 
combine.
4. Roll out the pastry dough. Place on a baking sheet. 
Leaving a 2- to 3-inch border, arrange the apples in 
concentric circles on top of the pastry dough. Gently 
fold the edge of the dough over the fruit.
5. Dot the top of the tart with butter. Bake until the 
crust is golden brown and the fruit is tender, about 40 
minutes. Let cool for at least 15 minutes and serve.

Ingredients 
1⁄2 cup dried cranberries
1⁄4 cup Apple Jack, bourbon,  
   or dark rum
1⁄4 cup apple cider or orange juice
1–2 Tbsp butter
1⁄2 cup granulated sugar 
1⁄2 cup brown sugar 
8 whole eggs 
2 tsp vanilla extract
2 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp ginger
1⁄2 tsp nutmeg
1⁄2 tsp salt
2 cups milk  
2 cups half & half
About 12 oz (1⁄2–3⁄4 loaf) day-old,  
   crusty country bread cut into  
   roughly 2-inch cubes 
6–8 Cortland, Macoun, or Granny  
   Smith apples, peeled, cored, and 
   chopped
Spiked Crème Anglaise  
   (recipe follows)

Directions 
1. Combine the dried cranberries 
with the Apple Jack and cider in a 
small saucepan and bring to a 

simmer over medium-high heat. 
Remove from the heat, cover, and 
soak for 1 hour or until the cranber-
ries are soft and plump.
2. Butter a large (31⁄2- to 4-quart) 
baking dish.
3. Make the custard: put the sugars, 
eggs, vanilla, spices, and salt in a 
large mixing bowl and whisk until 
well combined. Slowly add the milk 
and half & half and continue 
whisking until combined.
4. Put the bread cubes, apples, and 
cranberries in a large bowl and toss 
gently to combine. Transfer the 
mixture to the prepared baking dish. 
Pour the custard over the bread 
cubes and cover with plastic wrap. 
Transfer the baking dish to the 
refrigerator and let sit for several 
hours. The bread should absorb 
most of the custard.
5. Preheat the oven to 350°.
6. Bake, uncovered, for about 1 hour 
or until the pudding is golden brown 
and set. Serve warm with Spiked 
Crème Anglaise.

Flaky Pastry Dough
Ingredients 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
1 tsp sugar
1⁄2 tsp salt
4 Tbsp (1⁄2 stick) chilled butter, cut into pieces 
3 Tbsp solid vegetable shortening, cold
2–4 Tbsp ice water

Directions 
1. Blend the flour, sugar, and salt in a food 
processor. Add the butter and shortening 
and process until the mixture resembles 
coarse meal.

2. Sprinkle with ice water, 1 to 2 table-
spoons at a time, and process until the 
dough comes together in a ball. Flatten the 
dough into a disk and wrap in plastic. Chill 
the dough for at least 30 minutes.

Apple Bread Pudding 
Homey and comforting, bread pudding is the perfect dessert  

on a crisp fall evening.
Serves 12
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Spiked Crème Anglaise
Ingredients 
3 egg yolks
1⁄2 cup sugar
1 cup half & half
1–2 Tbsp Apple Jack, bourbon,  
   or dark rum
Pinch nutmeg

Directions 
1. Prepare an ice bath fitted with a 
medium bowl and set aside.
2. Put the yolks and sugar in a small 
saucepan; whisk to combine. Whisk in 
the half & half. Cook, stirring constantly, 
until the mixture reaches 170° to 175°. 
Strain through a fine-mesh sieve into 
the bowl set in the ice bath. Stir in the 
Apple Jack and nutmeg; let cool 
completely. Refrigerate until ready to 
serve.

A beautiful fall day is perfect for an 
outing to an orchard.

Poverty Lane Orchards
98 Poverty Lane

Lebanon, NH
(603) 448-1511

www.povertylaneorchards.com

Apple Hill Farm 
580 Mountain Road

Concord, NH
(603) 224-8862

www.applehillfarmnh.com

Appleview Orchard
1266 Upper City Road

Pittsfield, NH
(603) 435-3553

www.applevieworchard.com

Carter Hill Orchard
73 Carter Hill Road

Concord, NH
(603) 225-2625

www.carterhillapples.com

Gould Hill Farm
656 Gould Hill Road

Hopkinton, NH
(603) 746-3811

www.gouldhillfarm.com

Alyson’s Orchard 
57 Alyson’s Lane

Walpole, NH
(603) 756-9800 

www.alysonsorchard.com

Apple piCKiNG

http://www.dorrmillstore.com/
http://www.carpetkingcarpet1springfield.com/
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Apple Crumb Cake
Afternoon tea or a cozy dinner  

party—let them eat cake!
Serves 8

Ingredients 
6 Tbsp unsalted butter at room  
   temperature, plus extra for the pan
11⁄2 cups all-purpose flour
11⁄2 tsp baking powder 
1⁄2 tsp salt
Grated zest of half an orange
1⁄2 tsp cinnamon
1⁄2 tsp ginger
Pinch nutmeg
1 cup sugar 
1 large egg 
1 tsp pure vanilla extract 
1⁄2 cup sour cream 
1–2 Cortland, Macoun, or Granny  
   Smith apples, peeled, cored, and  
   cut into half-inch chunks
Crumbly Topping (recipe follows)

Directions 
1. Preheat the oven to 350°. Butter a 
9-inch springform pan or deep-dish  
pie plate.
2. Whisk the flour, baking powder, salt, 
orange zest, and spices together in a 
bowl.
3. Beat the butter and sugar with an 
electric mixer in a large bowl until pale 
and fluffy, about 3 minutes. Mix in the 
egg and vanilla until just combined.
4. Add the dry ingredients in two 
batches, alternating with sour cream, 
and mix until just smooth.
5. Pour into the prepared pan. Arrange 
the apple chunks on top of the batter 
in a single layer. Sprinkle with Crumbly 
Topping. 

http://www.trustthisbiz.com/jeffwilmotpainting_wallpapering
http://www.homehillinn.com/
http://claremontcycle.com/
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6. Bake the cake for 10 minutes and 
then reduce the oven temperature to 
325° and continue baking until the 
cake is golden brown and a tooth-
pick inserted in the center comes out 
clean or with just a few moist crumbs 
attached, about 45 to 50 minutes.
7. Cool the cake in the pan on  
a rack. Carefully remove the  
springform collar, cut into wedges, 
and serve.

Crumbly Topping
Ingredients 
1⁄4 cup all-purpose flour 
1⁄4 cup light brown sugar, packed
2 Tbsp granulated sugar
1⁄4 tsp cinnamon
1⁄4 tsp ginger
Pinch nutmeg
1⁄4 tsp kosher salt
3 Tbsp cold, unsalted butter, cut  
   into pieces
1⁄3 cup quick-cooking oats

Directions 
Combine the flour, sugar, spices, and 
salt in a small food processor and 
pulse to combine. Add the butter 
and pulse until the mixture resem-
bles coarse meal. Add the oats and 
pulse until the topping begins to 
form small lumps. •

New Hampshire resident Susan Nye 
writes for magazines and newspapers 

and shares stories and recipes on  
her blog Around the Table at  

www.susannye.wordpress.com.

http://www.oldhampshiredesigns.com/
http://www.cabinetryconceptsNH.com/


Sept11
Through October 10
Civil War Sesquicentennial Exhibit: Real  
History Is Told in Private Letters
The Fells presents an exhibit of the diary and  
letters of Lincoln’s trusted secretary and  
confidante Colonel John Hay and those of  
Ninth New Hampshire Regiment Corporal 
Elmer Bragg. The Fells, Newbury, NH.  
(603) 763-4789, www.thefells.org

September 15
A New Look at New Hampshire  
During the Civil War
Mike Pride’s current book project examines New 
Hampshire’s Civil War experience through the 
words of those who lived it. The Fells, Newbury, 
NH. (603) 763-4789, www.thefells.org. 4–5pm

September 15
Mighty Acorn Preschool Explorers Club
This monthly fun-filled program for preschool-
ers and their caregivers offers hands-on activities 
to foster creativity and connect children more 
closely to the natural world. The Nature Mu-
seum at Grafton, Grafton, VT. (802) 843-2111, 
www.nature-museum.org. 10–11:30am

September 17
2nd Annual Vermont Wildlife Festival
All-day displays, live animals, guided hikes, 
kids’ activities, demonstrations, and presenta-
tions will bring animals up close and personal. 
Meet at Hogback Mountain at 7678 Route 9 East 
in West Marlboro, VT. The Nature Museum at 
Grafton, Grafton, VT. (802) 843-2111, www.
nature-museum.org. 10am–4pm

September 19–23
Take a Child Outside Week
The Fells, Newbury, NH. (603) 763-4789,  
www.thefells.org

September 21
Keb’ Mo’
Singer-songwriter and guitarist Keb’ Mo’s  
music is a living link to the seminal Delta Blues. 
Lebanon Opera House, Lebanon, NH.  
(603) 448-0400, www.lebanonoperahouse.org. 
7:30pm

September 21
Eagles!
Join Chris Martin for a free program at the 
Rockingham Free Public Library, 65 West-
minster Street, Bellows Falls, VT. Chris will be 
sharing his exquisite photographs of eagles and 
his knowledge about their natural history. The 
Nature Museum at Grafton, Grafton, VT. (802) 
843-2111, www.nature-museum.org. 7–8pm
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September 15
One Man, Two Guvnors
Loew Auditorium, 7pm
An unemployed musician decides he can 
double his money by pledging his services 
to not one, but two small-time crooks.

September 22
Young@Heart Chorus
Spaulding Auditorium, 7pm

September 30 & October 1
Phantom Limb 
The Moore Theater, 8pm
An exhilarating team of contemporary mu-
sical, visual, and performance artists  
recreates one of the greatest survival stories 
of all time, Sir Ernest Shackleton’s 1914–
1916 Antarctic Expedition.

October 1
Yefim Bronfman, Piano
Spaulding Auditorium, 8pm

October 6
Creole Choir of Cuba 
Spaulding Auditorium, 7pm
This 10-member vocals and drumming 
ensemble features rich harmonies and 
irresistible rhythms from a vibrant music 
and dance tradition little known outside of 
Cuba.

October 7 & 8
Martha Clarke: Angel Reapers 
The Moore Theater, 8pm
MacArthur “genius” director/choreogra-
pher/Pilobolus cofounder Martha Clarke 
collaborates with Alfred Uhry on this work 
exploring the 18th-century Shaker religious 
movement.
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October 8
An Evening with Pat Metheny
Spaulding Auditorium, 8pm
In his nearly four decades on the internation-
al music scene, Pat Metheny’s shimmering, 
unmistakable sound and gorgeous, ground-
breaking melodies have netted a whopping 
17 Grammys and three gold records.

October 14
Brentano String Quartet
This internationally acclaimed ensemble 
asks some of today’s most imaginative com-
posers to “complete” and musically respond 
to unfinished works by Mozart, Schubert, 
and Shostakovich.

October 15 & 16
The Met Opera: Anna Bolena
15, Loew Auditorium, 1pm; 16, Spaulding 
Auditorium, 1pm

October 28
Christian Tetzlaff, Violin & Lars Vogt, 
Piano
Spaulding Auditorium, 8pm

October 29 & 30
The Met Opera: Don Giovanni
29, Loew Auditorium, 1pm; 30, Spaulding 
Auditorium, 1pm

November 3
The Great Flood 
Spaulding Auditorium, 7pm
Bill Frisell and filmmaker Bill Morrison con-
template the 1927 flood of the Mississippi 
River, which not only caused unprecedented 
death and destruction but also brought the 
Delta Blues north with migrating southern 
blacks.

November 5
New York Polyphony
Rollins Chapel, 8pm

Hopkins Center Highlights
Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH (603) 646-2422

www.hop.dartmouth.edu

November 5 & 13
The Met Opera: Siegfried
5, Loew Auditorium, 12pm; 13, Spaulding 
Auditorium, 12pm

November 6
Dartmouth College Gospel Choir
Spaulding Auditorium, 2 & 5pm

November 8
Dartmouth Wind Symphony
Spaulding Auditorium, 7pm

November 10
SamulNori
Spaulding Auditorium, 7pm
As physically powerful as Japanese kodo and 
as polyrhythmically intricate as West African 
drumming, SamulNori takes the concert 
hall by storm with thrilling percussion and 
acrobatic dance.

November 11–13 & 17–20
Dartmouth Theater Department:  
Breaking E.D.E.N.
Warner Bentley Theater, 11, 12, 17–19, 8pm; 
13 & 20, 2pm
The future of E.D.E.N., America’s most 
powerful labor union, hangs in the balance. 
Seven playwrights with a Dartmouth connec-
tion contribute to this new production.

November 12
Barbary Coast Jazz Ensemble
Spaulding Auditorium, 8pm

November 13
Dartmouth College Glee Club
Rollins Chapel, 2pm

November 16
World Music Percussion Ensemble
Spaulding Auditorium, 7pm

November 19
Dartmouth Symphony Orchestra
Spaulding Auditorium, 8pm

November 19 & 20
The Met Opera: Satyagraha
19, Loew Auditorium, 1pm; 20, Spaulding 
Auditorium, 1pm

November 20
Dartmouth Chamber Singers
Rollins Chapel, 2pm
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September 23–25, 30, October 1 & 2
Another Evening of One-Act Plays!
Black Fear, After Words, The Last Double 
Play, The Incompatibles, and Infant Moral-
ity. Old Church Community Theater, 
Bradford, VT. www.oldchurchtheater.org. 
23, 24, 30, 1, 7:30pm; 25, 2, 4pm

September 24
35 Years of Harmony with the North  
Country Chordsmen
Lebanon Opera House, Lebanon, NH.  
(603) 448-0400, www.lebanonopera 
house.org. 7:30pm

September 24–25
3rd Annual Fairy House Tour
Bring the family for a woodland tour of 
amazing fairy houses. Tickets good for 
both tour days are available at Village 
Booksellers in Bellows Falls, Misty Val-
ley Books in Chester, Grafton Grocery 
Market, and the Museum. The Nature 
Museum at Grafton, Grafton, VT. (802) 
843-2111, www.nature-museum.org 
11am–4pm

September 28–October 23
Romeo & Juliet
Northern Stage, Brigg’s Opera House, 
White River Junction, VT. (802) 296-
7000, www.northernstage.org

September 29
Drink Coffee, Eat Chocolate, Help 
Songbirds!
Jan Lambert will present a program show-
ing the difficulties migratory songbirds 
face at the end of their long autumn migra-
tions and the help provided by certain 
kinds of shade-grown, organic, “bird-
friendly” coffee and cocoa plantations. 
Meet at the Springfield Public Library, 43 
Main Street, Springfield, VT. The Nature 
Museum at Grafton, Grafton, VT. (802) 
843-2111, www.nature-museum.org. 
6:30–7:30pm

Oct11
October 1
Introduction to Mushroom Hunting 
and Identification
The Fells, Newbury, NH. (603) 763-4789, 
www.thefells.org. 1–4pm

the
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http://www.lftrottier.com/
http://www.valleyfloorsinc.com
http://www.vtbuilder.com/


October 1
Source to Sea River Cleanup
Meet at the Fish Ladder Watershed Visitor 
Center on Bridge Street in Bellows Falls to 
get gloves, trash bags, and assigned areas. 
Preregistration required. The Nature Mu-
seum at Grafton, Grafton, VT. (802) 843-
2111, www.nature-museum.org. 9am–noon

October 2
Fall at Minard’s Pond
Join Executive Director Lillian Willis for  
a leisurely hike around Minard’s Pond. 
Enjoy the fall foliage while learning about 
the watershed, trees, and why leaves change 
color. Wear comfortable shoes; bring lunch 
and water. Preregistration requested. The 
Nature Museum at  
Grafton, Grafton, VT. (802) 843-2111, 
www.nature-museum.org. 10:30am–1pm

October 6
CCC Camps in Springfield
Author, playwright, and actress Judy Ed-
wards will discuss her recent book  
Invasion on the Mountain, about the  
Civilian Conservation Corps and its  
impact on Ascutney Mountain in the 1930s. 
Meet at the Springfield Public Library, 43 
Main Street, Springfield, VT. The Nature 
Museum at Grafton, Grafton, VT. (802) 
843-2111, www.nature-museum.org. 
6:30–7:30pm

October 9
9th Annual Pumpkin Festival
Family fun with horse-drawn wagon rides 
to the pumpkin patch, pumpkin picking, 
live entertainment, kids’ activities, cider 
pressing, music by Jeanne and the Hi-Tops, 
educational displays, organic “good food” 
concession, and more. Rain or shine. Park-
ing $5 per car. Come by foot, bike, or train 
for free! Cedar Circle Farm, 225 Pavillion 
Road, off Rte 5, East Thetford, VT. www.
CedarCircleFarm.org. 10am–4pm
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http://uppervalleyhaven.org/
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110 i m a g e  •  Fall 2011

the
pick a r t s  &  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t   

Enfield Shaker   
Museum Highlights

447 NH Route 4A, Enfield, NH    
(603) 632-4346 

 www.shakermuseum.org
September 23–25
Shaker Crafts Weekend
Learn a Shaker craft and enjoy lectures 
on Shaker crafts. Includes overnight 
at Great Stone Dwelling, craft kits, 
breakfasts, lunches, and dinners. 
Workshops include rug hooking, rug 
braiding, basketry, Shaker pincushions, 
and more!

October 1
Harvest Festival
Take a horse-drawn wagon ride! Make 
cider, churn butter, and crank ice 
cream! Create cornhusk dolls, pinecone 
feeders, no-bake cookies, bookmarks, 
and child-sized scarecrows. Dip hand-
made candles. 11am–4pm

October 7–10, 11–14 & 14–17
New England Stitchers Retreat
Restricted to a maximum of approxi-
mately 30 overnight guests. With our 
retreats there is no need to worry about 
additional accommodation or meal 
costs—everything is included. Learn 
new needlework designs, specialty 
stitching, and finishing skills from the 
experts in a two-day needlework class 
(including kit and supplies).

October 22
Chair Taping Workshop
Barbara Brady will teach you how to 
tape a chair with fabric Shaker tape. 
Please contact the Museum Store for 
information on ordering your tape. 
Registration is limited. 1–4pm

http://www.wilsontireco.com/
http://www.nextstepcomputer.biz/
http://www.cbeston.com/
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buddy with whom he can share all kinds of 
adventures! Claremont Opera House, Clare-
mont, NH. (603) 542-4433, www.claremon-
toperahouse.com. 10am

November 2–20
Boeing-Boeing
A hilarious comedy about the glamour days of 
air travel, set in the late 1950s. Northern Stage, 
Brigg’s Opera House, White River Junction, 
VT. (802) 296-7000, www.northernstage.org

November 2
Guy Davis in Stories and Songs  
of the Blues 
Lebanon Opera House, Lebanon,  
NH. (603) 448-0400, www.lebanon 
operahouse.org. 10am

the sandbox and meet the horses and chickens. 
Cedar Circle Farm, 225 Pavillion Road, off Rte 
5, East Thetford, VT. www.CedarCircleFarm.
org. 11am–4pm

October 29
Go for Baroque
Camerata New England welcomes world-
renowned cellist Ronald Leonard. Lebanon 
Opera House, Lebanon, NH. (603) 448- 
0400, www.lebanonoperahouse.org. 7:30pm

Nov11

November 1
Henry and Mudge 
Moving from the city to a new house in the 
country can be tough. Just ask Henry, who 
can’t find a playmate in his new neighborhood! 
Luckily, he’s got Mudge, a great big canine 

October 15
Astronomy Evening
Learn how to enjoy celestial neighbors 
through a telescope or even binoculars. Meet 
at Grafton Ponds, 783 Townshend Road, 
Grafton, VT. The Nature Museum at Grafton, 
Grafton, VT. (802) 843-2111, www.nature-
museum.org. 7pm

October 19
Black Bears: Their Habitats and Habits
Meet at the Rockingham Library. The Nature 
Museum at Grafton, Grafton, VT. (802) 843-
2111, www.nature-museum.org. 7–8pm

October 20
Mighty Acorn Preschool Explorers Club
This monthly fun-filled program for pre-
schoolers and their caregivers offers hands-
on activities to foster creativity and connect 
children more closely to the natural world. 
The Nature Museum at Grafton, Grafton, 
VT. (802) 843-2111, www.nature-museum.
org. 10–11:30am

October 22–23 & 29–30
Horse-Drawn Rides to the  
Pumpkin Patch 
Turn your search for the perfect pumpkin into 
a fun family outing! See educational displays, 
take a self-guided farm tour, and visit the 
Hello Café and Farm Stand. Kids can play in 

Get listed on the www.uppervalleyimageonline.com 
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our printed list in every issue of image  (see page 14).

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
E-mail Bob Frisch at rcfrisch1@comcast.
net, or call (603) 643-1830. Find out how 
you can connect with our readers. It’s easy, 
inexpensive, and another way to reach an 
affluent and educated audience.

 

Send a check for $19.95 for one year (4 is-
sues) to Around Concord, 8 Old Coach Road, 
Bow, NH 03304. Or conveniently pay online 
using PayPal at www.aroundconcordnh.com.

GET CONNECTED NOW!

S U B S C R I B E

Send a check for $19.95 for one year (4 issues) 
to image, 135 Lyme Road, Hanover, NH 03755. 
Or conveniently pay online using PayPal at  
www.uppervalleyimageonline.com.

Share the wonder of our beautiful 

area and the latest news all year 

long with an image gift subscription. 

Friends and family who have moved 

away from the area will be especially 

appreciative.

Be sure to order a subscription  

for yourself, too!
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Be a shining star! Submit photos of your special moments to 
 dthompson@mountainviewpublishing.biz. Send your photos today!

Celebrate the Moment

Ann at Yankee Stadium with Derek.

Kristy and Josh’s wedding day in St. John. 

Marine Lcpl. Brandon Harris and his 
wife Meghan upon his return from 
Afghanistan.

Emily loves her new shades and boots.Mary Valasky’s 90th birthday celebration with her 
daughters Ann, Jeannie, and Mary.

The Image magazine team at the annual David’s House 
Golf Tournament.



http://www.surfacesolutionsnh.com/
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